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EDITORIALS 
A Noble Example For Asia 


W?ehe total ban of Chinese Communist goods 

by the Thai government is a laudable 
action and should be followed by other Asian 
countries that have trouble with the Chinese 
Communists. And during these days, what 
government is there that doesn’t have any 
trouble with the Communists? A nation con- 
ceived in Buddhism, the Thais are unquestion- 
ably the most peaceful people on earth and 
should be left alone by the Communists, if 
co-existence means to them as it means to 
other people. Now even the peaceful Thais 
are aroused to take a step for their own pro- 
tection. It only shows that what the Chi- 
nese Communists have been doing in Thai- 
land was as despicable as they are damnable. 


There were four important reasons which 
prompted the Thai government to, take. this 
drastic step of stopping trade with the Chi- 
nese Communists. Foremost among these was 
the fact that the Chinese Communists used 
trade to facilitate the entry of their agents 
who carried on infiltration, subversion and 
propaganda in the country. 


The second impertant reason, was the 
vicious way of dumping practiced by the 
Chinese Communists. An article on which a 
customs duty of ten Baht was levied, let us 
say, would be sold at eight Baht, i.e. less 
than the customs duty on it. This would na- 
turally have the effect of killing the market 
for home products and imports from other 
countries. Another dumping practice of 
the Chinese Communists was to change 
the labels of Japanese goods and sold them 
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below the price of the same commodity quoted 
by the Japanese. The Communists could 
afford to do’ that because they got their 
goods from Japan by bartering their manu- 
factures of slave labor. The question of profit 
and loss did not concern them; whatever 
proceeds they realized from their dumping 
would be used: to further their underground 
activities in the country. 

The third reason was that trade with the 
Ghinese Communists greatly facilitated the 
smuggling of both their goods and agents 
into the country. 


Another important cause that brought 
about the Thai action was no doubt the dump- 
ing of rice in the Southeast Asian market, 


especially in Indonesia. Thailand’s main 
exports consist of rice and rubber. She could 
hot possibly sit idly by to watch the Chinese 
Communists ruin their market for them. ~~ 


Other countries in Southeast Asia, also 
shared "Thailand’s experiences. Prior to Thai- 
land’s present action, Malaya and Singapore 
had to take steps to ban imports from the 
Chinese Communists for more or less the 
same reasons. Singapore had to stop the Gom- 
inunist “Bank of China from ‘functioniig’ and” 
financing subversive activities there. With 
the Communists, trade is not an end in itself; 
it has to be an arm for the futherance of their 
aggressive policy. So unless a country. wants 
to subject itself to Communist aggression, it 
had better do without Communist trade. 


FREE CHINA REVIEW 





Jakarta’s Ban. 


A’ Associated Press dispatch with a Jakatta 
dateline reported on January 6 that the 
Free China Review was banhed by the In- 
donesian military authorities:’ As no reason 
was given for this action, we surmise that 
we have incurred the displeasure of the In- 
donesian authorities because of the uncharit- 
able views we expressed in these columns 


about President Sokarno. Under the president, 


the Indonesian government has willingly ad- 
mitted and tolerated the infiltration of the 
Communists, ruthlessly suppressed domestic 
opposition, flirted with the Soviet and the 
Chinese Communists in an attempt to black- 
mail the West. Under the influence of the 
Communists, he wanted to start a war against 
the Dutch for the possession of Irian, 


Indonesia is a newly established. state. It 
has no political experience of its own. By 
its. recklegs actions,, it poses a grave threat to 
the surrounding countries. Our criticisms,of 
Sokarno and his government.were | motivated 
by. the best of intentions, which were. no- 
asi than a desire to see Indonesia and 


and ‘its neighbors free fromthe tlireat’ of 
Communism. If the language we used was' 
not flattering, it’ was because’ we thought 
straight talks would bring conviction. 


Our circulation in Indonesia was not large, 
so Jakarta’s ban will not cause_us to lose any 
sleep. The mere fact that we were banned 
shows that what we said has driven’ home 
and hit the right spot. ‘It is ‘to be regretted 
that our straight advice has brought ‘us ‘no 
thanks but a ban. 


Even if our circulation in Indonesia should 
be otherwise, we would not -have kept silent 
over what Sokarno had done to endanger his 
own country. Southeast Asia is, too crowded 
a place to allow the Communists. to establish 
themselves. in... We) have more. than. once 
sounded . our. warning .to. Indonesia. and. its 
surrounding. Countries. because we have as 
our objective the preaching of. vigilance. to- 
ward’ Communist aggression) We will not 
deflect from our chosen course regardless uf 
Jeane’ s ban. 


A Russian Salesman Among Yankees 


W’ have to hand it to the Russians; they 


can always be depended upon to take’ 


initiative’ by the horn. When they failed i in 
their use of threats,, when they could not in- 
timidate the Western, powers. into accepting 


their demands on West Berlin, they suddenly. 


shifted to a campaign of smiles and sought 


to charm the United States into yielding 
ground. The man they sent out to dispense 


smiles and charm was as good as any the So- 
viet Union could produce. Anastas Mikoyan, 
as Vice Premier of the Soviet Union, ‘has had 
long ¢xperience in conducting economic ‘war- 
fate for his government.’ He has long been 
in control of the external trade! of the Soviet 
Union and was instrumental in concluding 
most of the trade and economic aid treaties 
with the Soviet satellites prior to the latter’s 


being absorbed in the Soviet orbit. Tn short, 
he is the general that conducts trade war for 
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the Ravitaae: inward 


Mikoyan went to Withington ‘nolnially) 
as.a guest of sthe Soviet » ambassador.’ But 
there is little question that: someone higher: 
up in the American: government had: given: 
him the nod so that when: he arrived in the 
States he found that the doors were opened 
for him’to see the people he wanted to see 
and general arrangements made for him to. 
tour a good part of the States, Official Wash- 
ington had no doubt wanted, to make a good. 
capitalist convert out of Mikoyan, butit will 
be interesting to speculate whether. Mikoyan 
had pegtieed any capitalistic yiews or become 
more firmly convinced of his Communist be- 
liefs. If he had been at all influenced by 
capitalist views he’ kept it discreetly''to, bim- 
self, it being unhealthy for atty Russian to 
voice his belief'in wth foal other ‘thé Com- 
munism. 


z 








For a while Mikoyan seemed to have his 
way in America. That was when he was 
touring the States and had the opportunity 
to express his ideas freely tothe American 
people, Hospitality and social amenities made 
his hosts tolerant of his views.. They might 
disagree with him, but few private citizens 
who played host to him would like to call 
him down. It was during this period that he 
seemed to score a big hit. 


There was another factor that worked in 
his favor. Soviet imperialism is usually as- 
sociated with dictatorship, oppression, atroci- 
ty, genocide, and slave camp in the minds of 
the ordinary people. But when it steps out 
among them in congenial smiles waving a 
book of order blanks in his hand, most of 
them, especially those who were interested in 
tradé, would think that they had been misin- 
formed. They would revise their opinion of 
the Soviet imperialists. It is true that there 
were demonstrations against Mikoyan by the 
refugees from the Russian satellite countries 
to remind people that hate for the Russians 
was well founded; but most people that came 
into. contact with Mikoyan would'not have 
the chance to see them. Nor did the 
demonstrators spoil any of Mikoyan’s fun in 
his junket through the capitalistic States; 


Moscow prepared for his reception by cir- 
culating the story that Mikoyan might have 
brought with him a compromise proposal on 
thé Berlin issue. This was to induce the 
Americans to soften their stand: But as his 
visit was drawing to a close and after he had 
the opportunity of talking with the respon- 
sible authorities in Washington, he realized 
that the Americans were -not as easy dupes 
as he first thought they were. The two bills 
of goods he had come'to sell met with insur- 
mountable sales resistance. He had come with 
the idéa of sélling to the Americans the Rus- 
sian’ political objectives, especially with re- 
gard to West Berlin, and the prospect of in- 
creased trade. But he succeeded in selling 
neither. 

It must have come from the bitterness of 
his heart when he said “it is apparent. that 
the State Department is not in a position to 
renounce the discriminatory regulations which 
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are in the way of the export of more Soviet 
goods to the United States.” In conducting a 
trade offensive in American territory, he had 
hoped that he would be able to buy, and,s 

what his country wanted in, the States., He 
and his boss seemed to. have.overlogked the 
fact that, as leader of the free world, the 
United States has the moral obligation, and. 
responsibility, and, above all, the vital inter, 
est, to keep the free world markets safe from 
invasion by the Soviet Union and its: satel- 
lites. When the Soviet, imperialists are shoots 
ing at the target of overtaking. the United 
States in industrial production, it will be 


foolish indeed for the Americans to encourage 
competition by opening their home, market 
to the invasion of Russian goods. In certain, 
category of commodities, a cent spent in Rus: 
sia would be a cent’s loss to America’s allies 
and non-committed nations, for whose €CO> 
nomic development and independence the 
United States has invested vast sums. ‘If the 
United States should choose’ to’ patronize thé 
Russians instead’ of her friends, she would 
risk undermining the free “world economy, 
which she' has been ‘trying’ ‘to shore'up.” '*' 
Failure to understand the official wisi 
ington view brought Mikoyan’s visit to an 
unpleasant and abrupt end. As he had brought 
no compromise proposal, he could expect no 
concession from Washington. When he realy 
ized that he had. failed in his mission, he, 
made an appeal.to the public in which ie 
revealed the object of his visit. This. turne 4 
out to be a reiteration of the oft-repeated, 
Russian demands of the United States with- 
drawal from Berlin and the Taiwan Strait, 
Regarding the former, he threatened to coun- 
ter force with force, if the West should 
decide to maintain its position by the use off 








































arms. Regarding the latter, he asked the} 
Americans to withdraw from Taiwan to the! i 
Philippines. This “phased withdrawal” should. Cu 
deceive nobody. It was.a trick, to. start the ae. 
Americans moving, and once itis bean ther A di 
will be'no stop. ay 
This playing. to the galtesy.” on he’ pa i hat 
of a visiting politician is strictly not \proto=| ‘stret 
col. But the Russians can be depended nn ot 
to overstep any rule of decency when jit suits} « 
their, purpose to, do so. ane 
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WORLD SITUATION 
AND 
CHINA’S POSITION 


po the end of last: year to the beginning 
of the present, the United Nations General 
Assembly, at its 12th session; discussed with 
serious concern Soviet Russia’s armed inter- 
vention in, and ruthless: suppression ‘of,’ the 
Hungarian people’s revolution. » The! peoples 
of the free world’ were indignant’: at and u- 


nanimously condemned the ‘support’ of “the: 


puppet Hungarian regime by Russian troops 
and their merciless slaughter of the Hungarian 
Morally speakifig;® this:-was > un- 
doubtedly a great blow to Soviet Russia. 


We know that the. maintenance of the 
Soviet imperialist rule rests on external ex- 
pansion and the creation ,of , international 
tensions to facilitate, the control and oppres- 


4 
sion both in, Russia proper and in. the satel- 


4 crimes. 


lites. By the suppression of the Hungarian 
revolution, Soviet Russia exposed her glaring 
Even in her satellite countries popu- 


Jlar resentment ran. so high that, the Iron 


Curtain was on the verge of cracking, She, 
therefore, had to resort to her old. trick of; 
diverting domestic and foreign attention by 


| precipitating international incidents ‘which 


would ‘provide her’ with ‘ opportunities: to 
stréhgthen her domination over the satellites 


By Huang Shao-ku 


and iiguicadeenahs grab concessions ‘and 
benefits from her victims.” 


During the, present year, Soviet Russia 
chose to start her time-table of aggression in 
the Middle East. By utilizing . Nasser’s ambi- 
tion’ to achieve hegemony over. the Arab. 
world, she accelerated the pace ‘of her’ inf 
tration and subversion: in the Middle East, 
On ‘the one’ hand, she used threats and entice- 
ments to keep ‘thé’ entire free world out ct 
the Middlé East.” By capitalizing her success 
in; Orbiting ; the Sputniks, she. threatened 
other; nations, with, destruction by, guided; 
missiles. and nuclear .weapons.. Qn the ‘other, 
hand, she launched, pore offensiyes in the: 
diplomatic, ‘trade, and .cultural, fields,..As a 
result of subversion and infiltration, conducted. 
by..the Soviet. bloc of nations in.Lebanon, 
civil war .broke out in. that country,,in May. 
In, July a..coup, d’état was carried out, in Iraq 
which was, followed by, her recognition of the 
puppet Chinese Communist. regime. on July, 
18. Conditions in, Jordan .were, extremely. 
grave, The whole situation inthe, Middle, 
East became. at once precarious. The, United; 
States and Britain both..took emergency. ac- 
tions and dispatched troops. to Lebanon, and 


Editor’s Note—This is the text of an) address doused by: Foreign Minister Huang) Shas-kw before the! 
annual, plenary mecting of the Mainland Recovery Planning Board. on December 23, 1958:) 
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Jordan in compliance with the request of the 
Lebanese and Jordanian governments, while 
requésting the United Nations to.take urgent 
measures to maintain peace and security in 
the Middle East. Soviet. Russia abused her 
veto power by vetoing the proposal of the 
free nations for a peace settlement of the 
Middle East problem. She also tried to take 
the problem out of the jurisdiction of the 
United Nations by proposing to call a so- 
called high level conference of five powers 
consisting of the United States, Soviet Russia, 
Britain, France and India. By this she wanted 
not only to circumvent the functions and 
powers of the Security Council but also to 
exclude the Republic of China, one of the 
five permanent members of the Security 
Council, from such a conference. 


China was fully aware of this Soviet in- 
trigue and had opposed it from the beginning. 
She more than once emphatically, declared 
that the Security Council should not. be 
circumvented and substituted by a high level 
conference. “She further maintained that if 


such a conference were to be held, it should, 


be held within the framework of the, United 
Nations and that all resolutions to be effec- 
tive should be passed by the Security Council. 
She made her views known to the, friendly 
powers and sought their agreement, 


ovAs Soviet Russia ‘was ever changeable it 
her attitude, the free nations ‘could reach’ ‘nd 
accord with her as to the manier ‘in which'a 
high level conference should be held. Finally 
on August 7, the Security Council adopted a 
resolution to convoke the 3rd special session 
of the Genéral Assembly for the discussion 
of the Middle’ East’ situation. This shelved 
the Soviet scheme fora high level conference 
and ‘our stand’ was thus vindicated. ‘The 
peace offensive conducted’ by Soviet Russia 
in the last two years was defeated by herself 
because of her violence and’ aggression’ in 
Hungary. She failed also in’ her attempt to 
gobble up the Middle East. 


As Soviet Russia did not succeed in the 
Middle East, she turned to':thée’Far East: in 
the area of the Taiwan Straits.’ On July 31, 
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Khrushchev and Soviet Minister_of National 
Defense R._Y. Malinovsky accompanied \by | 
staff members arrived in Peiping to hold a 
series of secret talks with Mao’ Tse-tung and 

they returned to ~Moscow, on. August . i 
Subsequently, on August 23, ‘the . Chinese 
Communists started their frantic bombard- 
ment of Kinmen. They used shore gumns,§; 
airplanes and naval ships /to attack Kinmen § jy 
on four sides in an attempt to sévér its air) 
and sea communications and then ‘take it by 

siege. An important objective of their attack §. 
was to test the attitude of our American ally. 
Our Government and people as well as our}... 


armed forces met the Chinese’ Comthunist® 


attack with a strong determination to defend 
our territory and to see to it that not a single 
inch of our land would fall into the hands} 
of the enemy. " 


At the same time our American ally) 
cooperated closely with us. by, adopting:’ a 
number of emergency measures. While stera 
warnings were given to the Chinese Commu 
nists through: public. statements :by President), 
Eisenhower, ..Secretary.. Dulles and other) 
leaders, in the Amerfican government,,. they 
rushed logistic support and deployed massives 
air and, naval, units tothe, Taiwan. Straits, . r 
strengthen our joint defense of Taiwan andy* 
Penghu. Secretary Dulles. recenily,, declared 
that the U.S.igathered.in this area grea 
fire power, naval, and; air,'than, ever had. be 
assembled in one place before. Beginning 
from August 31, American | naval units parti~ 
cipated in Our convoys to move supplies to} 
the offshore islands up to the three-mile limit) 
Under heavy enemy shelling our naval ‘units 
took over from there and unloaded supplies 
on to the beaches despite great sacrifices 
Our brave men immolated themselves in 
such heroic manner that every fallen man 


was immediately” replaced" by a living oneg. > 


Thus the enemy’s attempt to siege” Kinmey y 
by, artillery shelling was foiled.” : 


The Chinese Ciceisieiate eee long: 
tempted ‘to seize the; offshore islands, in preps 
aration for their invasion of Taiwan »; 
Penghu. From the time of their first tragi¢ 

‘defeat in 1949 to August' 23:0f this -year; the 
‘Chinese’ Communists made’ over 500 ‘artillery Bi 
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and exparsion of” the 
Khrushchev’ ‘dispatched two letters to Presi- 
Hient’ Eisenhower—one on September 7 and 
another on September 19. Both’ were long 
letters filled with vile, abusive languagé and 


attacks on this group of islands... In.the.recent 
mad. bombardment, they. had .every.|intention 
to take Kinmen by, assault. When it, became 
apparent that their bombardment, proved 
futile, they had to resort to their old strategem 
of “fight-and-talk.” So they resumed their 
talks with the United States.at Warsaw. and 
started a rumor offensive to the effect that 
they were holding direct peace talks with. us, 
At the same time. they, kept. .up» their bom- 
bardment of Kinmen with a. view to.slacken- 
ing the fighting spirit .of our. civilians and 
armed forces. It.is now exactly four. months 
since the Communists started. their bombard- 
ment on, August 23, but:,Kinmen stands 
unshaken and shines forth as the fortress of 
freedom. 


I will not go into the details of the close 


cooperation between -our country ‘and our 
Ally, the United States, as they are familiar 
to all of you. 
which IT think is worth mentioning. While 
China‘and the United ‘States were jointly 


However, there was one thing 


aking firm action’ in” deterring aggression 
Communist ‘ bloc, 


arried with them the threat of nuclear war. 


er on September 12 in stern, dignified langu- 
age but refused to receive the second. 


The,wavering elements in the free world, 
owever; were much unnerved by, this. move, 
nd for a time there was a strong atmosphere 
of giving in to Soviet Russia. It was in this 
miosphere that the 13th regular session of 
U.N. General Assémbly was ‘begun on 
eptember 16. Though the question of China’s 
presentation ‘was settled in our favor ‘by a 
vote ‘of 44 to 28 with 9 abstentions, the neu- 
falists, who were in reality pro-Communists, 
re in an upnoar. They were’ hard at work 
ii devising arguments’ to justify the ‘Chinese 
lmmunist attacks:on our offshore islands. 
me of them alleged that these islands were 
0 near the Gommunist occupied : mainland 
therefore, constituted a thréat to the Ghi- 
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nese Communists.. Others, assertdd, that) iour 


garrison.éroops on, these islands. .were-\too - 


large, and, ‘they. constituted ay threat:to ,the 
Chinese; ‘Communists... Still: others. said that 
we wanted to start a,big )waron; these islands 
which would embroil the Americans and thus 
enable us to return to’ the’mainland: Ateord- 
ing to the views of these ‘people; only by of- 
fering thesé islands’ to’ the Chinese Commu- 
nists cotild we avoid provoking the enemy 
and maintain the peace. They felt ‘that when 
we insisted on’ defending these’ islands, we 
were endatigéring peace.’ There were many 
such absurd’ views.’ THe Chinese Communists 
at the sathe time exploited the situation ‘and 
tried'to drive a wedgé between the Republie 
of ‘China and’the UnitediStates. For atime 
the: free world was ina ‘state of ‘confusion and 
muddled'thinking in its struggle against Com 
munist aggression. Here I liké to give an ae- 
count’ of the b3th’ session of the: U. N. Gosend 
Assembly. 


The United’ Nations 15 aaa rises 82 
mémber ‘states, including the Republic of 
China. Of these, 42 maintain diplomatic re- 
lations with us, 31 recognize the puppet | Ghi- 
nese Communist regime and 8 have no rela- 
tions with either,.the Republic of China or 
the Chinese Communists. In the ‘past, during 
each session of the General Assembly; the 
Communist bloc and all pro-Communist and 
Communist-appeasing nations regularly caused 
great commotion by introducing a resolution 
on the question of the so-called China’s, repr 
resentation. _ The current’ session was’ no,ex- 
ception. Our. Government, had, taken early 
counter measures.to cope with the, situation, 
On the other hand, the U.S, State Department 
on. August d,,, 35 days before. the, opening of 
the General Assembly, published a memoran- 
dum reaffirming its stand, of supporting the 
Republic of China. This was,a Hnehy. and 
significant pronouncement. 


On September 23: the General Adidions 
adopted the Unitéd States draft resoliition ‘to 
reject the Indian motion of seating the’ Chi- 
nese Communists:,and: net to consider ‘at the 
idth session any proposal on the question: df 
China’s representations: The Soviet bloc: of 
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nations and the pro-Communist and: Commu- 
nist-appeasing countries made repeated calum- 
nies against us, and the Assembly hall was 
full of fulminations against the ‘righteous 
stand taken in our favor. 


During the 13th session of the General 
Assembly, 51 of the 72 delegations expressed 
their views on the Kinmen situation. The 
views expressed can be classified into four 
general categories, The first consisted of those 
countries, which expressed a stand. resolutely 
against the Communists, and blamed. the Com; 
munists for starting hostilities but;which were 
hopeful that, the problem could; be peacefully 
settled. The second was expressed by, the 
neutralist; and  pro-Communist. countries 
nevertheless hopeful that a peaceful solution 
could be found. ,The third was’ expressed 
by the Soviet bloc of. nations which naturally 
spoke for ‘the Chinese Communists and 
demanded the withdrawal of the «United 
States from the West Pacific. The fourth was 
expressed by those who thought that neither 
the Chinese Communisis nor we should re- 
sort to force and both should find a peaceful 
solution of the probJem. 


I wish to take this Opportunity to express 
our thanks to those free nations which have 
supported the cause of justice and righteous- 
ness in defending our right of representation 
at the United Nations and our stand of fight- 
ing against Communist aggression. We have 
made use of every occasion to call the atten- 
tion of the world to the fact that the tense 
situation in the Taiwan Straits was brought 
about by the Chinese Communists’ at the di+ 
rection ‘of the Soviet imperialists. We have 
also tried to make the world understand that 
our resolute stand at Kinmen was made not 
solely for the defense of the offshore islands, 
nor even for the defense of Taiwan and Peng- 
hu, but for the defense of Southeast Asia as 
well, as for the peace and security, of the en- 
tire free world... We have repeatedly pointed 
out that, in the free world’s fight.against Com, 
munist aggression and expansion, the) more 
determined is its. attitude, the clearer are its 
pronouncements, the more effective it will: be 
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for the maintenance of peace. Anything less§ t 
will not be able to stop aggression. Further 
more, in the maintenance of their totalitarian 
regime, the Communists depend on continued 
expansion abroad in order to intensify their 
Oppression and squeezing of the people at 
home. If we yield them one inch, they would 
advance one foot. Therefore, any, concession 
to’ them will only hasten the outbreak of wat 
For when Communist aggression reaches a 
certain limit which threatens the home terrk 
tory of the big powers, these powers must, for 
the sake Of their own survival, make use off .. 
all their available weapons and take decisive} |, 
action against the aggressors. This would 
mark the beginning of the Third World Wag 
This can best be illustrated by the period be 
tween the Munich Pact and the outbreak of 


the Second World War. 5 
A 
‘Furthermore, since aggressive Communist 


regimes must rely on, outward expansion for 
tighten their control of the domestic popula gla 
tion, if the free world could take determine H the 
action against their outward expansion, theg af ine: 
their; control at, home would experience ered effe 
difficulties. Meanwhile the people inside theg the 
Iron Curtain encuraged by. such deticieial f forc 
action would hasten the. start of large-scale 
uprisings against their oppressors which ji 
their turn would lead to the early disintegrag tyra 
tion of the Iron Curtain. In short, if the frg ¢ Hons 
world wants to, deter aggression, maintail Libe 
peace and security and accelerate the collaps@not- 
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of the Iron Curtain, they can do no bette. ( 
than take a determined stand against Com Reo: 
munist expansion. ae, 






Acting upon.our recognition of the em 
factors and.mindful of the realities of intep 
national politics, we. have dealt a severe ble 
to the Communist armed attack, while. exepige: 
cising almost superhuman self-restraint iw Be 
our defensive, actions in order. to show. thaliate: 
we have no intention of embroiling the . fréiiforce 
world in war) This should refute the canamathé f; 
that. we are warlike. It should also establi 
the responsibility of the Chinese Communisi_e 
for their mad aggressive actions: Above alg ‘0! 
it’should enable the free nations of the worlgGerm 
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; ley to understand the better our position. 


thet In the latter part of last October, Secretary 
ariaai Dulles came to Taiwan for consultation with 
inued the Chinese Government. A joint commu- 
theif§ nique of the talks held during Mr. Dulles’ 
le at visit was issued on October 23. Some of our 
would§ people here and abroad have. felt uneasy 
essiong§ about the second paragraph of Point 6 of the 
r wan vommunique. This, I believe, was satisfactorily 
hes @§ txplained to you by President Chiang’ this 
terri-§ Morning. 


st, for What. our civilians and . armed forces 


use of achieved in the Battle of Kinmen has demons- 


on trated to the world the four following facts: 
wou 
1 Wat (1) Our -armed forces’ have “a superb 


if morale and indomitable will to’ fight. Even 

od be-§ 4 Pr 

ak off wnder the most abverse conditions our men 

: | would hold their ground in defending ° their 
“| territory. 













(2) There is solidarity among our armed 
ion tof forces and civilians. People of Taiwan birth 
opula| gladly share with their brethren hailing from 
mined the mainland now living in their midst happ- 
, theajiness, misfortune and the risk of death. This 
, grea effectively refutes the canard circulated by 
de they the Chinese Communists to divide our armed 
-minedjorces and civilians. 


nunist 


e-scali (3) While we are fighting a war, our home 
ich ifffront is peaceful as usual. Our economy, cul- 
ntegraitural activities. and. various .projects.of re- 
he fret 
aintaili Liberty, democracy and the, rule of law have 
ollaps§not in the least ‘been affected by, war. 


bette (4) The close collaboration between the 
| Com Republic of China and the United States can 
"|stand the severest test. 






















; abov@ — Since the international Communist aggres- 
 intetisors met with defeat at Kinmen, they’ have 
¢ bloWisirétched their tentaclés probing’ for a weak 
¢ €xeiispot in Europe. They have created ‘a crisis 
‘int ‘Berlin by threatening war on the United 
w. tha@itates, Britain and ‘France in’ an attempt ‘to 
he .fr@iittce’ them to withdraw from that ¢ity. But 
canatiaté free nations have clearly announced that 





tablidmtiey would meet the Soviet challenge with 
nunisM@eecisive action. The foreign ministers meet- 
ove allglig ‘of the United States, Britain, Fratice and 
e worlgvermany and a meéting of the NATO council 
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tonstruction are forging, ahead ata. fast pace. - 


have each issued a cémmunique ‘affirmitig @ 
strong ‘stand on’ this issue. ‘(General Norstad, 
Supreme Commander 6f NATO,’ ‘said that 
the NATO powetfs are prepared ‘to’ counter 
any attack with ‘all’ kinds of Weapon. ~ Ftis 
anticipated that the freé nations will ‘not 
yield ground in West Bérlin. “The probing 
action of International ‘Communists in’ West 
Berlin will, after their failtire in Kinmen, 
meet with the sdme fate. 


In my recent visit to. the friéndly coun- 
tries in West Europe, several government lead- 
ers expressed their strong determination to 
me that the free world should never lose an- 
other inch of territory to the Communists, 
and that it could'not afford to retreat from 
West Berlin just as it could not afford to re- 
treat from. Kinmen. They said that if)we 
should retreat from Kinmen, the whol¢e of 
Asia would be. threatened; so if we should re- 
treat from West Berlin, the whole of Europe 
would be lost. This showed ,that leaders of 
the free world have gained a correct recogni- 
tion of the aggressive ambitions of the Com- 
munist bloc, 

During my forty-day visit;to, the foreign 
countries, the free world leaders whom 1.met, 
whether they be special delegates. to .the' cox 
onation .of Pope John XXIIL.or) to the in; 
auguration, ceremony of President, sAdeolfe 
Lopez.» Mateos. of Mexico,.in, Italy, Spain, 
France, Belgium, Portugal and Japan, all. ex- 
pressed their high praise! for the. bravery. of 
our armed forces and civilians) when they 
heard: my report to) them on. our stand in 
the Battle of Kinmen. Many-of these-leaders 
expressed admiration because while we were 
resisting aggression ‘we exercised’ extreme 
self-restraint in preventing the spreading of 
war. They’ assured'me that inthis’ wé' had 
won the sympathy and understanding ‘of the 
world. Many of our overseas compatriots were 
moved, to tears by my account of the hardships 
suffered by our armed forces and civilians 
in the Battle of Kinmen. 

My recent. mission abroad was. to assist in 
the coronation of the new Pope and in the 
inaguration” of the ‘new’ Mexican’ President. 
My itinerary was later expanded to: ‘inelude 
visits to six friendly couintrits, namely) Italy; 
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Spain, France, Belgium, Portugal and Japan. 
There were 66 special envoys to the corona- 
tion of the new Pope, of whom 58 represent- 
ed governments, 3 came from royal houses 
and 5 were sent by organizations. Fifty-three 
nations were represented at the inaguration 
of President Meteos. Both in Rome and in 
Mexico City I had opportunities to talk with 
members of the special delegations, except 
those from the Communist bloc or pro-Com- 
munist and Communist-appeasing countries. 
I also exchanged views with 10 foreign min- 
isters. During my visits to the six friendly 
countries, I exchanged views with the Italian 
Premier and concurrently Foreign Minister 
Amintore Fanfani, Spanish Chief of State 
General Francisco Franco, Spanish Foreign 
Minister Fernando Castiella, Spanish Minister 
of Labor San Orrio, Spanish Chief of General 
Staff General Mundos Grandes, the then 
French Premier Charles de Gaulle, French 
Foreign Minister Maurice Couve de Murville, 
former French Premier and present Finance 
Minister Antoine Pinay, Belgian King Bau- 
douin I, Belgian Premier Gaston Eyskens, Bel- 
gian Foreign Minister Pierre Wigny, Portugese 
Foreign Minister Marcelo Matias, Japanese 
Premier Nobusuke Kishi and Japanese Foreign 
Minister Fujiyama Aiichiro. I sincerely ex- 
plained to them that our anti-Communist and 
resist-Russia policy was for the maintenance 
of freedom, democracy, righteousness and 
against totalitarianism and aggression. I 
explained to them that the deterrence of in- 
ternational Communist aggression at Kinmen 
would help maintain the peace and security 
of the entire free world because: 


(1) Our strong defense of Kinmen would 
keep up the hope and confidence of the people 
on. the Chinese mainland to. recover their 
freedom. 


(2) Our strong defense of Kinmen meant 
the closing of the gate to the West Pacific and 
Southeast Asia to international Communists, 
thereby shielding other Asian nations and 
peoples from Communist attacks. 


(3) Our defense of Kinmen was to deter 
Communist aggressors from starting a world 
war in Western Pacific. 
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My explanations were well received. Af . 
European statesman said to me: ‘‘*You war is . 
our war. Your stand is our stand. Your fight a - 
Kinmen is for us.” A statesman from Lai ‘ 
America said to me: “Your brave fight at 
Kinman is to light the fire of freedom ip * 
Cz 
man’s heart and to BEEP it burning. We 
should all thank you.” i 


Judging from the change in the interna Ch 
tional situation, from our experiences in the 
execution of our foreign policy and from my 
observations during my recent tour, we can fre 
say that, after a year’s vain probings andj in! 
tests Ly the Communists, the free world if wei 
able to maintain its footing in the Middle§ anc 
East, Kinmen and West Berlin. The trend§ Pac 
is moving away from fear and appeasemeni§ dee 
generated by the threats and blandishmengf the 
of the Soviet bloc toward a state of greate Thi 
firmness and security. France has, as a resultf tow 
of the re-emergence of, General De Gaulleg Ara 
become a stablizing factor in Europe and aaj will 
important pillar to the. entire free world§ adv: 
Political changes in several Asian government e 
and the results of elections in some Lati a4 
American countries also showed a_welcom a 
trend. Japan’s firm rejection of Soviet Russia¥ 4 ih 
objection to her revision of the United States 
Japanese security pact on the ground thal 
Russia interfered in Japan’s internal affain 
is a happy sign. After hostilities had starte Re ‘ 
at Kinmen, President Syngman Rhee ant - 
other government leaders of the Republic @ a 
Korea and the Turkish foreign minister openly 
supported our stand. The Philippines, Viet 
nam and Thailand also expressed. their sup 
port for us. President Garcia’s recent appe ut 
for solidarity among the Asian anti-Commy vali 
nist nations is likewise encouraging. i" 
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Unfortunately, Cambodia has fallen. inf 
the Communist trap and Iraq has become Comn 
front for the Soviet bloc: Certain ne pbc les 
established states in Africa such as Moroca aggre: 
and Sudan, have also come under ‘the sp lif have 
of Communist luring tactics. .In the case world 
Cambodia, since her recognition of the Chi 
nese Communist regime.on July 23, Comme ‘Ti 

nist infiltration and subversive activities im’ 
the country have come out in. the open: Tha." 


Chinese Communist “embassy” at Phnom. Penlg” °W 
politi 
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am Will not fail to exploit this lack to 


is reported to be staffed by several hundred 
employees for purposes which can well be 
imagined. It is reported that the Chinese 
Communists are planning to establish “con- 
sulates” with several hundred workers = in 
Cambodia frontiers bordering on Thailand 
and Burma. Cambodia may be said to have 
come entirely under the influence of the 
Chinese Communists. 


Shortly after the coup d’état in Iraq, the 
free nations did their best to befriend Kassem 
in the hope that he might be used as a counter 
weight to the Soviet. and. Nasser’s influence 
and that he might keep Iraq in the Baghdad 
Pact. Now, as a result of Kassem’s falling 
deeper and deeper into the Communist fold, 
# the free nations are at a loss what to do next. 
af This showed that they lack a healthy policy 
if toward the Middle East, especially toward 
Arab nationalism. The Soviet imperialists 
their 
ij advantage. 


There are at present certain disturbing 
undercurrents in some of the free countries, 
where the ruling party has to cooperate with 
the left wing parties because it does not hold 
"| majority seats in the legislature. As members of 


. Ethe left wing parties mostly cherish appeasing 


athe Communist bloc, or stand for the recogni- 
“Ation of the) Chinese Communist regime, or 
advocate trade with the Chinese Communists, 
‘they all make trouble for the ruling party 
and the government. In view of the fact that 
trade has a powerful attraction, even people 
in. the ruling party who call. themselves 
“enlightened elements” also advocate. trade 
with the Chinese Communists. If the .free 
Hnations are prevented by dissentient elements 
at home from taking a firm stand against the 
Communists, then the United Nations would 
febe less able to perform its function of deterring 
aggression and promoting peace. This will 


slmhave a serious effect on the future. of the 


world. 


There are more serious factors in the 
present world situation. Some countries are 
ternally against Communism but at home 
Communists to exist as a legitimate 
litical party. Other countries ‘may be 
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against Communism at home but; will extet- 
nally befriend the Soviet bloc and pro-Com- 
munist countries. Such phenomena, in the 
free world give us great cause for concern. 
I expect that we shall have to put up a hard 
struggle next year for the purpose of main- 
taining our representation in the, United 
Nations and forestalling the recognition of 
the puppet Chinese Communist, regime by other 
nations, 


In reviewing the past and looking forward 
to the future, we feel that there is need for 
heightened vigilance and little cause for easy 
optimism. But there,is absolutely no -cause 
for pessimism either. International .Com- 
munist aggressors have been depending on 
expansion and aggression abroad and slavery 
and exploitation at home to perpetuate their 
rule. In order to. tighten their, rule at-home 
they have to create international tensions 
everywhere so that their service as, pacifier 
may be sought.. At the same time when they 
have consolidated their rule at home, they 
will naturally engage in more aggressions 
abroad or heat up the cold war. 


The methods used by international Com- 
munist aggressors for the cold’ war consist 
usually of threats and blandishments. In the 
past year, glorifying their launching of the 
Sputniks, they resorted ‘to threats of a war of 
annihilation by guided missiles ‘and nuclear 
weapons. Though they took care to stop short 
of actually provoking war, these threats had 
the effect of terrifying ‘the free nations into 
feeling insecure. As a result, they each took 
their own counsel and refused to take a united 
stand against the aggressors. Some of them 
even went so far as to compromise their own 
stand by betraying other countries in order to 
appease the aggressors for a temporary 
peace. 


As to blandishments, the Soviet imperi-+ 
alists are still using theirold standbys, namely, 
trade, the so-called “peaceful competition” and 
“peaceful co-existence.” These are supple+ 
mented by goodwill visits from Communist 
leaders and high level conferences, ‘which are 
used for the purpose of probing -ways ‘to 
break up the collective security arrangements 








of the free nations. 


Judging by the present international situa- 
tion, both threats and blandishments of the 
international Communists are becoming use- 
less. For in the way of threats they have been 
relying on bragging about their guided mis- 
siles and nuclear weapons. In both fields, 
however, the United States has now caught 
up with them. The recent successful American 
launching of the four and a half ton Atlas 
satellite should greatly discount the Soviet 
threat to the world by guided missiles and 
strengthen the confidence of the free nations. 


As to blandishments, theme of. peaceful 
co-existence should have been negated by 
Khrushchev’s' own acts. Khrushchev has 
purged the dead Stalin, and among the living 
he has successively purged Beria, Malenkov, 
Kaganovich, Molotov, Zhukov and Shepilov. 
Recently he has purged Serov and his partner 
Bulganin. If Khrushchev cannot co-exist 
with the ghost of Stalin, how can he carry 
out peaceful co-existence with the free na- 
tions? 


In his recent visit to the Soviet Union, 
American Senator Hubert Humphrey had an 
eightrhour conversation: with Khrushchev. 
According to Senator Humphrey’s report on 
his observations, the basic conflicts between 
the free world and the. Communist bloc led 
by the Soviet Union cannot be removed. The 
United States, he said, must prepare various 
long-term measures for dealing. with chal- 
lenges of the Communist bloc. Only through 
absolute firmness, he said, can Communist 
aggression be effectively deterred, 


As to trade allurements from the Com- 
munist bloc, U.S. Secretary Dulles made a 
clear analysis of them in his speech delivered 
at San Francisco on December 4. “The United 
States today is exporting,” he said, “to the 
non-Communist countries of the Far East at 
the rate of over $2'/: billion a year..... Should 
we, then, in the quest of few millions’ of 
dollars of unreliable trade with Communist 
China, jeopardize exports of $2!/: billion?” 
This remark of the Secretary is straight. to 
the point. It should heighten the vigilance 
ef the free world, The Chinese Communists 
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are dumping abroad “hunger exports” :mad¢ 
by slave labor. If the free nations should 
trade with them and supply them. with 
machines, they (the free nations) will mak¢ 
competitors for themselves and will eventually 
















‘ 
be ruined by the Communists. Furthermore, 
if a free nation should trade with the Chinese J. 
Communists and if such trade should grow tof ,, 
sizable volume, the same trade will be madef 4 
economically dependent on the Chinese Comfy 
munists and will in due course be subject tof |; 
all kinds of blackmail by the Chinese and] 
Russian Communists. It is unthinkable that} 4, 
the free world should overlook sucha dangen§ ,, 

As the developments in the past twelve pr 
months have shown that the threats and blane Cc 
dishments of the internationa! Communi It 
aggressors had. proved futile, what the Com» cor 
munists will do next should be of great com ple 
cern to all of us. Some people speculate that to 
in sending Mikoyan to America, Khrushchey ber 
may, after the Communists’ reverses at Kin to 
men and Berlin, start a peace offensive again} OF 
The revival of the agitation for a high level 
conference lends credence to this speculation 





Others see causes for the Chinese Communists 
to start another bigger military adventure inf :», 
the Taiwan Straits: because of Korean Com 
munist Kim I}-sung’s visit to Mao Tse-tung 
and Vietnamese Communist Ho Chi-minh, 
well as because of the Chinese Communist 
exasperation over their defeat at Kinmen and 
the revolutionary outbursts caused: by: the 
enforcement of the people’s communes, The 
are possibilities in all these speculations, ¢ 
pecially the one relating to: Communis 
stepping up the war in the Taiwan Straits, 















The important thing, however, is not t 
speculate on what the enemy will do but # 
know how the free world will act. So long a 
the free nations continue to take a determin 
ed stand in the Middle East, Kinmen am 
West Berlin, or, in short, wherever the inte 
national Communist aggressors probe. fom 
weak spots, the enemy will be able to dd 
nothing. If we can-do that, we will be abl 
not only to deter the. international Comm 
nists’ aggression. but also. to weaken their com 
trol at home... This would, correspondingly 
stfengthen the people inside the Iron Curt 
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in their fight for freedom and hasten its 
breakdown and the dawning of a dependable 
peace. 


As to our collaboration with the United 
States, it has been demonstrated in the last 
six months that it was becoming stronger and 
stronger with each test. The American policy 
towagd:: China) is. bi-partisan in character. 
This may be shown by the Sino-American 
Mutual Defense Treaty and the joint resolu- 
tion of Congress empowering the President of 
the United States to defend Taiwan ‘and Peng- 
hu and the related areas and the repeated re- 
solutions of the two major political parties to 
prevent the admission of the puppet Chinese 
Communist’ regime into the United Nations. 
It is my belief that this China policy will be 
cotitinued on a ‘bi-partisan basis.’ This ex- 
plains why Mr. Cabot Lodge, U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations, announced on Decem- 
bér 21 that the United States would continue 
to work for the support of the Republic of 
China next year. 


’ For our own part, we should, having stood 
the test during the Battle of Kinmen, have a 
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better appraisal of the Chinese Communists’ 
provocations and know how to meet the 
changes in the international. situation, ‘We 
must follow the President’s repeated direc- 
tives enjoining usito proceed; icalmly and 
courageously, with strong confidence and un- 
wavering determination and with a resolve 
to rely on our own efforts. Regardless of the 
Chinese Communists’ designs and no matter 
how changeable the world situation may be, 
we should march forward unerringly: In the 
diplomatic field, we should expect no unex- 
pected gains. Only through our own efforts 
and determination, only through our own 
struggle with our blood and sweat and Sacri- 
fices can we find a way out. and create situa- 
tions favorable to us. 


In closing, I can do’no better than quot- 
ing the words of Vice President Chen Ghéng, 
Chairman of this Board, who once said: “We 
are going to use tireless vigilance, unshakable 
determination, unbent will and indefatigable 


struggle to fight for the final victory in our 


anti-Communist and resist-Russia war.” 


A hero would find it difficult to go through the hands of 
a beauty.—Chinese Proverb | 
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THE EAST-WEST HIGHWAY 
AND THE “RETSERS” 


“7y%q be completed in June and formally 
il opened to traffic on the Double Tenth 


of this year!” 


This was the prediction of the Provincial 
Highway Bureau in January 1959, for the 
East-West, cross-island highway. 


Construction of 217 miles of road, includ- 
ing the branches, began in July 1956 with a 
budget of US$1,500,000 and NT $35,000,000. 
This was part of the US aid for resettlement 
of soldiers retired from the armed forces of 
the Republic of China. The total program 
encompasses the retirement and rehabilitation 
of nearly 80,000 servicemen. Over 5,000 of 
these retired servicemen—called RETSERS 
for short—and an equal number of other 
workers have been employed on this road 
project, entailing great physical risk over al- 
most inaccessible mountains. 


By the first of this year, 210 miles of the 
road had been opened to traffic, either from 
the east coast through the Taroko Gorge, or 
on the western side of the island. Only slight- 
ly over seven miles remained to be built. But 
in this case, the last seven miles were the hard- 
est, for few—if any—roads in the world go 
over 11,000-foot passes. This most difficult 
section is the connecting link of East and 
West up in the high mountains of the Central 
Range. 


The long New Year week-end gave me 
opportunity to traverse the cross-island high- 
way from the west coast of Taiwan, as I had 
done from the east last July. 


Leaving Taipei at 9:00 a.m. on New Year’s 
Day, our small party of three men and two 
women, in an ICA station-wagon with chauf- 
feur, started off in high spirits. The day was 













by Geraldine Fitch 






bright and beautiful, the country interesting 
as always. We reached Tung-shih about 1:8 
p-m. with ravenous appetites. A new Chinese 
restaurant did very well by us. 


An hour later we pushed on—past the 
Tien-lun Dam, the Ku Kuan. construction 
work, and the breathtaking Ta-chien gorge, 
site of (what will be) the world’s highest 
arch dam. From a sweeping curve in the 
highway we had a superb view of the deep 
gorge of the Ta-chia Riyer, where high white 
lines on either side indicated the height of 
the abutments to be anchored there by 1965, 


We reached Li-shan, and the Highway 
Bureau’s hostel where we were to stay, by 
dark. Though the cook was away for his 
New Year holiday, someone behind the scenes 
provided a surprisingly tasty Chinese meal,— 
four dishes, soup and rice. We had Hsinchu 
oranges with us for dessert. 



















Breakfast was less happy, for both cream 
and sugar were in the coffee, and a raw egg 
had been dropped in each bow! of conges, 
The following morning we were up and out 
in time to say we wanted the eggs cooked 
We got them lightly fried, immersed in bowls 
of noodles, a better combination. And we 
made our own powdered coffee. 










Early in the clear, cold morning we 
braved the chilly blasts to step out on the 
terrace of the hostel to see Mt, Sylvia, snow 
capped, superbly beautiful in all the vast 
spread of the Central Range. Only Mt. Mor 
rison (Jade Mountain) tops Mt. Sylvia in 
Taiwan, and it was not visible from our hor 
tel. There had been three days of rain if 
what is usually a dry belt of the Central 
Range—but we had no snow or ice anywhere 
on our trip. 
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We planned to have the chauffeur take 
us as far as the road was finished. At that 
point I was to take the car back and visit 
the Lishan Farm for RETSERS, three miles 
from the hostel (mostly up); while the others 
were to hike along the trail toward the Ho- 
Huan Pass, the point where the road comes 
up from the East Coast (through the Taroko 
Gorge). 


We drove around one hidden curve after 
another, past two sawmills, over timber or 
concrete bridges. The Ta-chia River, blue as 
the sky, rippled over rocks far below. Sud- 
dénly, as we were about to cross another 
bridge of sturdy timbers, men from a high- 
way station shouted a warning to us. At the 
farther end of this new bridge, we could set 
small rocks rattling down, half-covering the 
road. The slide was intermittent in action. 
When all was quiet, it was easy to hurry over 
the debris on foot—the car could not pass. 
But when there was a low rumbling of small 
stuff above, one could watch the litthe rocks 
gaining momentum and bringing bigger ones 


along. I saw a good-sized tree topple,-but it 
was caught by other trees and undergrowth 
and did not come down to the road. 


We all hiked on, past the highway station 
(which I visited coming back) and around a 
sweeping curve. After a mile or so, I let the 
rest go on without me. They hiked for several 
hours, along the bar of the “H” connecting 
the two roads. One road starts at Feng-yuan 
and winds up the Ta-chia River (over which 
we had come) and angles northeast from 
Lishan to reach the east coast atYi-lan. The 
other starts on the west coast at Taichung, 
goes through Pu-li to the Wu-sheh Dam and 
over the Central Range to come down to the 
coast eventually through the Taroko Gorge. 


‘As I crossed the new bridge this time, I 
found an 8 x 8 timber at the slide-end split 
off and lying on the bridge. Fortunately it 
Was a part of the siding, not the underpin- 
Ring. Away across the valley now, I saw a 
yellow bull-dozer working on another slide 
caused by the recent rains. I could make out 
tiny figures moving at a snail’s pace along 
the highway,—my companions. Stopping the 
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car, I “yoo-hoo’d” with all my might, and the 
chauffeur honked the horn. Sure enough, 
they heard us—and waved back before they 
disappeared around another curve. 


I have seen the sketches’ for a, dozen hos- 
tels or lodges to. be built in different parts of 
Taiwan’s Central .Range. Some will be in 
traditional Chinese architecture with curving 
tile-roofs. Ata place called Feng-Yang, at 
high elevation, a modern ski-lodge is planned, 
and at Shan-Yuan there will be skating 
on a lake high in the mountains. In the 
Central Range, which runs as a mountainous 
spine from one end of this beautiful isle to 
the other, there are 10 mountain peaks of 
more than 10,000 feet, most of which have 
been scaled. The whole range is spectacularly 
beautiful. Because of the heavy rainfall on 
most of the island, mountains up to 9,000 feet 
are generally green with conifers and cypress. 
There are places where the virgin timber has 
been laid waste by aboriginal carelessness 
with fire. These must be reforested. There 
are some sheer rock-walls, and many peaks 
quite blue in the distance. 


The Taroko Gorge can rival any elsewhere. 
I have seen the Gorges du Cians and da Luis 
in the Maritime Alps of France. They are, 
deservedly, a Mecca for tourists. But once 
tourism hits its stride on Taiwan, people will 
come from all parts of the free world to view 
the spectacular beauty of the Taroko Gorge, 
with its precipitous cliffs, its green slopes 
aflame with azaleas, the magnificent highway 
cut under overhanging rock-shelves, or tun- 
nelling through the rock. There are 35 tun- 
nels in the first fifteen miles of the gorge, 
and little wayside shrines or monuments to 
commemorate the engineers, or army veterans 
who lost their lives to build the road. For 
a time, on the Taroko end of the road, it was 
costing three lives per. mile. 


RETIRED SERVICEMEN 


When I returned to the hostel, I had a 
quick lunch, and then asked the chauffeur to 
take me up to the Li-shan Farm. This is 
only one of many opened up by the Vocational 
Assistance Commission for Retired Servicemén 
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known as VACRS... This. one. above Li-shan 
is on a wonderful plateau of 1500 acres, .at an 
elevation of 7,000 feet. Thirty RETSERS who 
have worked on the East-West highway are 
working the farm now. There is room for 
another two or three hundred. 


Each veteran is given an acre and a half 
of land as his own. They also do certain 
things cooperatively. For instance, with the 
help of VACRS. and JCRR they have set out 
2,000 fruit trees and started several mushroom 
nurseries. This year they will set out 8,000 
more fruit-tree saplings, which in three years 
will be yielding profitable crops of apples, 
pears, peaches and cherries for an island 
whose lowlands are too hot for such fruits. 
They are working on their own irrigation 
from a mountain stream, as (oddly enough for 
an island with the world’s fourth highest 
rainfall) this part of the Central Range is 
dry. 


The mushroom industry, like the fruit or- 
chards, should prove immensely lucrative. 
Both Chinese and Americans on this island 
are fond of mushrooms, which in the past 
came in the, dried form from Hong Kong’s 
new territories. Up in. the hills, a certain 
type of wood is cut in fqur-foot lengths. Holes 
are bored for .the mushroom seeds to be plant- 
ed... A few. burst forth the first year, but each 
year. thereafter the wood is covered with de- 
licious types of edible mushrooms—phallinede, 
tremellinede and agaricaceae—to use the scien- 
tific names I saw on charts. No one spoke 
enough English to tell me their popular 
names, but I understood the cortinellios was 
the “best kind”, and it looked like a flower 
mushroom. 


The allotting of land to retired servicemen 
is part of the government’s land-to-the-tiller 
program. In 1955 the national government 
announced that after the mainland is recov- 
ered all soldiers will be given a piece of land 
for their own. But waiting for that was too 
much like “Pie in the sky bye and bye”. So 
land-claim certificates were given to soldiers 
for future use on Taiwan. .In 1956 land over 
in coast valleys near Yi-lan was made into a 
cooperative farm for solders who were retir- 
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ing from the. army. About 1280 RETSERS 
worked the Yi-lan farm collectively for a 
year. Then—in October, 1957—Governor Choy 
Chih-jou, who likes to call himself a “retired 
soldier”, handed out land deeds to the new 
farmers, giving each. a plot of individually- 
owned land, as well as collective ownership 
of the original farm. 









To Americans a veterans’ program mean 
a pension plan, but on Formosa, where money 
is too scarce for, adequate pensions, the 
aim of the VACRS program is to rehab 
ilitate the men and make them a_productive 
part of the island’s civilian economy. This 
in itself was an enormous undertaking. Yet 
the basic aim, therefore the more important 
achievement of the program, was to increas 
the combat effectiveness of the national armet 
forces, by weeding out the over-aged, chronic 
ally ill, ineffective men, and replace them 
with sturdy youth through the military. draft, 










Today the economic potentialities of the 
undertaking show great promise. Those most 
closely connected with VACRS believe it was 
just what was needed to spark a development 
plan for the uplands and remote mountain 
areas. Besides the possibilities in the: orchards} - 
and mushroom nurseries, the grazing of cattle 



















and sheep and goats, there is wealth untold in i 
the millions of cubic feet of timber, and in i 
minerals such as marble, asbestos, gold, irom, ee 
copper and graphite. 
On the return trip from Lishan I asi J nea 
other projects for the RETSERS-—showin side 
what has been done with and for the 75,00 ing 
who have been separated from Free Chinai lag 
armed forces to date. | bas 
Our return looked dubious for a tim oe 
Word came to the highway hostel of a bai fly 
break in the road above Ta-chien, due to 4 SP 
slide. It would be some days before our s tom 
tion-wagon, or any other motor vehicle, co E 
cross the break. The men of our party work$ ~ 
ed out a message to be phoned to Taichung, ang ™al 
relayed to Taipei by wire, requesting anotheg Wer 
sold 





car to travel all night and meet us at th 
far side of the slide on Saturday, January 3rdq 











The Highway Bureau, however, felt respon past 
sible for the broken road and sent a light the 
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truck to meet us. A car-. from; Taipei, came 
down in daylight Saturday to Taichung, and 
the chauffeur had the pyctpight's s rest. before 
we started north. 


That break in the road was an awesome 
sight. One great block of granite (like the 
famous foundation stones of the temple in 
Baalbeck, except that this was a triangular 
wedge) had been jarred or pressured ‘loose 
from the rock wall above the road; crashed 
hundreds of feet down to the Ta-chia- River 
below, taking a great chunk of the highway 
with it. We had ample space to walk on the 
inner edge of the road, over not too much 
debris, but dared not look at the gaping hole 
in ‘the beautiful cross-island highway. Be- 
tween that and the river below was “plenty 
of nothing”. 


A bunding of huge stones was. already 
being carefully built up from a firm ledge 
thirty feet below the level of the road which, 
when reenforced, would. again carry the 
weight of heavy trucks and buses above. It 
took most of the day for us ‘to qs to Tai- 
chung. 


On January 4, heading north, we pine a 
number of stops to see other VACRS projects. 
It was still the New Year week-end, and Sun- 


‘. Gay besides, so in most places only part of 


the usual force was working. 


Each RETSER village was made up of 
neat grey dormitories, scrupulously clean in- 
side and: out, usually with flower-beds show- 
|. ing great care. In the workrooms of one vil- 
lage we found the men weaving split-bamboo 
baskets to hold the wine-bottles of the Tai- 
wan Tobacco and Wine Monopoly. With in- 
i credible speed the veterans made their fingers 
1 fly, inand out, out and in, till the four sides 
of a basket were woven. Others had ‘the bot- 
toms and the covers ready. 


In another village we found the RETSERS 
making ordinary match-boxes. | Among them 
were a number of the handicapped—former 
soldiers who had lost one hand or arm. It 
was amazing to see men with one hand daub 
paste on the purple strips of paper and roll 
the tiny boxes in it as fast as the, Vets, with 
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two hands, Competition was evidently keen, 
the man with one. hand eager to,earn a NEES 
as his neighbor with two.., 


The next stop ‘showed work requiring 
greater skill—the weaving of the type of grass- 
matting which covers the fldors of most homes 
in Taiwan. ‘The raw material is a reedy plant 
resembling sisal, which grows in clumps along 
the seashore—on the nearby beaches ‘of ‘these 
west coast places. It is gathered, shredded, 
dried and woven into one-foot: squares, What 
we saw was in its natural color, but of course 
it is often dyed green: or. magenta-red, and 
alternated with the natural tan. in (rugs of 
suceber boone pattern. 


" We pushed on to RETSER vittigas where 
handicrafts gave way to industry, with looms 
(for hooked rugs), or sewing-machines (for 
soldier’ garments), or machinery for making 
furniture as fine as any on Taiwan. At the 
moment, the men ‘were working on an order 
for all the wooden furniture for the new Vet- 
erans’ General Hospital at Peitou. Tables, 
chairs, and desks were being sand-papered 
to. velvet smoothness, ready for the stain and 
varnish. 


All this was extremely interesting—and I 
would say inspiring, Here were ‘soldiers who 
in the old days would have been discharged 
and set adrift,‘a drag on society if they knew 
nothing but soldiering. If they had families, 
they might return to the farm. Until recent- 
ly, here on Taiwan few had families. Today, 
of course, there are many island-born Chinese 
in the armed forces. But what a drag on. so- 
ciety 75-80,000 mainland servicemen would 
have been without the VACRS program. 


Instead, they have been rehabilitated, giv+ 
en training for a useful livelihoods and ‘are 
happy in their new life of independence. Some 
had artificial’ legs—a great improvement over 
the peg-legs of the raggedex-soldiers we used 
to see on the mainland. 


There was one sad place—not, because re 
men _ were not. cheerful and as hearty in their 


welcome to us as the others. But it. was a 
home for the old and the handicapped, where 
they live on, two tiers in.a bleak, dormitory, 
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Some looked ill, or perhaps they huddled un- 
der their covers because the day was bitterly 
cold. But others sat on their tatemi playing 
a game with one or two buddies. One was 
getting out his food for his own meal (with 
no means of heating it, as far as I could see.) 
To be sure, they had warm clothing, and 
bedding, and food—but would a few games, 
books and magazines be possible—maybe a 
radio? 


The American assigned by ICA to coor- 
dinate the many facets of the VACRS pro- 
gram is Albert Fraleigh, who led our little 
party of five to the Lishan Farm and back. 
The heart-warming welcome he received at 
every project visited, not only indicated that 
he had been to all these places many times 
before, but also showed the genuine friend- 
ship between the retired servicemen and this 
American who has given himself so whole- 
heartedly to their welfare. He has also at- 
tempted (with less response) to share his vi- 
sion of the contribution this pioneering can 
make to the economy of the Isle Beautiful. 
His imminent transfer to Laos will be to that 
country’s gain, but to Taiwan’s (and VACRS’) 


loss. 


Yet Bert Fraleigh would be the first to 
say that he deserves little of the honor and 
glory for the success of the VACRS program. 
(Those who know will not underestimate 
the part he, has played.) He himself pays 
enthusiastic tribute to the man who heads the 
program, General Chiang Ching-kuo, elder 
son of the President. No one else does Gen- 
eral Chiang’s “leg-work” for him, Like the 
good soldier he is, and like a good newsman 
(in a field which is. not his), he goes himself 
to inspect the work, to encourage the men, to 
find the problems and solve them. 


There was a time when the RETSERS on 
this road in the high altitudes looked weary, 
ill and unhappy. Bert Fraleigh discovered 
that they had not been paid for months, and 
were not getting enough food to keep up their 
strength. He reported to Chiang Ching-kuo. 
The energetic, forthright general set out for 
the mountains himself. Retired generals, in 
eharge of the men working on the highway, 
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tried to brief him with plausible explanation 
He brusquely bypassed them—spent a day 
talking with the men on the job. To make4 
long story short, a couple of speculating gem 
erals who caused the delay are now in jail, a 
number of forestry and highway people ar 
no longer connected with VACRS, and the 
men are paid directly on the 5th and 20th 9 
every month, Today they are well-fed ang 


happy. . . 
Most of the veterans working on the road 
have savings now. Then they present their 
certificate for a plot of land, where along with 
raising their own vegetables, they can have 
an orchard, raise chickens, perhaps a hog of 
two for a money-crop. No drag on society 
these. . 


No attempt has been made here to de 
scribe the medical phases of the VACRS pro- 
gram, as it was not a part of this trip. I 
have previously visited the beautiful, new, 
600-bed General Hospital nearing completion 
in Peitou. I know there are others at Chang: 
hua, Chiayi, Puli (some for TB) and an ad+ 
dition to the Lo-Sheng Leprosarium for the 
former soldiers afflicted with that dread di- 
sease. I did see on the trip an elaborate clin- 
ic of many rooms, with the best of X-ray and 
operating equipment from the USA installed, 
which stands as a “white elephant”—no staff 
or patients, quite idle (except for the use of 
a room or two as offices.) This is a monu- 
ment to the “ugly American” type of bungl- 
ing, through inexperience and over-planning, 
of experts who came to initiate the VACRS 
program and advise the Chinese—without 
knowing China. Fortunately, today the pro- 
gram is in the hands of practical people who, 
Americans and Chinese, cooperate harmoni- 
ously along lines consistent with the Chinese 
economy and culture. 


Moving slowly at first—and with some of 
the initial mistakes of inexperience (as men- 
tioned)—the program is now nearing a suc- 
cessful completion. The primary objective of 
removing the ineffectives, to make the armed 
forces physically fit and combat-ready, has 
been achieved. 


The secondary aim of assisting the dis- 
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charged to find permanent employment in 
farm and forest work, in highway construc- 
tion Or maintenance, in private industry or 
public service enterprises, is pressing forward 
to its goal. 


All the development projects, designed to 
create employment, are geared to the normal 
civilian economy in order to make a call for 
further US support unnecessary, and to make 
the maximum contribution to the economy of 
the island, The projects which are. national 
in scope will repay the initial, cost, probably 
many times over,.in the years to come, Tea- 
planting, fisheries, farming and orchards, for- 
estry and processing of lumber, are among 
these. On an island three-fourths mountain- 
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ous, with 10,000,000 people squeezed onto nar- 
row coastal plains, the opening up ‘of the 
mountain areas is of inestimable value... The 
sites discovered for hydroelectric plants to 
provide power for the rapidly expanding” jin- 
dustry of Taiwan number 10, and may triple 
the power-supply of the island. 


Finally, the magnitude of the untapped 
resources of the mountain areas opened up by 
the East-West cross-island highway—a road 
started at both é¢nds by the Japanese and 
abandoned because of the seemingly inacces- 
sible heights—may prove to be the most fruit- 
ful facet of the entire program for the retire- 
ment and subsequent reactivation of the vet- 
erans of China’s armed forces. 





WHAT 
PRICE 
‘DEMOCRACY! 


whe survival of free nations today is not 

incidental. It is the result. of ceaseless 
struggle against the destructive forces of the 
demécracy within: and without. The seem- 
ingly enduring qualities of free political and 
social institutions may have proved to: many 
of us conclusively ‘that’ democracy is going 
to stay, but we cannot ensure the world safe 
for democracy unless we are prepared to rec- 
ognize the ever growing strength of the 
archenemy of democracy, the Communists, 
and to appreciate the inherent weakness of 
the democratic system of government. While 
we in the free world have been well alerted 
of the danger of Communist imperialism and 
are prepared to fight in the same inspiring 
spirit that time and again enabled us to 
triumph over our enemies in the past, most 
of us overlook the equally dangerous enemy 
of democracy within the free nations in the 
person of those who actively urge their gov- 
ernment to adopt a pro-Communist policy 
and those who passively give their whole- 


hearted support to any action that would ad- ' 


vance the interests of the Communist bloc. 
Most unfortunate of all, a large number of 
such people are men and women of integrity 
and eminence. They are by no means traitors 
at heart, though their action is traitorous. In 
fact, their action is, guided by a conviction 
based on erroneous judgment which is due to 
their inability to be better acquainted with 
the international situation with all its com- 
plexities. 


“The Great Antagonism” by Dr. Jerome D. 
Frank, which appeared in the 10]st anniversary 
issue of the Atlantic Monthly, has inspired 
me to write this article. Although I owe my 
inspiration to Dr. Frank, I do not see eye to 
eye with his diagnosis of his unprecedented 
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by D. J. Lees 


patients, Uncle Sam and the Russian, Bear, 


I propose to’ make a diagnosis of fow 
distinguished ' persons, two men and two wont 
en, each eminent in his’ or her calling, i 
the capacity of a critic, just to show ho 
these so-called eminent people have such uff 
educated opinion om international issue, wha 
damage they have done and what harm the 
are capable of doing to the cause of free n 
tions. 


Dr. Jerome D. Frank is the person to bt 
gin with. An associate professor of psychiat 
at Johns Hopkins Medical School, his 
search interest in psychotherapy has:led him t 
the diagnosis of what happens to American 
when they think of Russia and what happen 
to Russia when they think of the United 
States. Since the United States and Russi 
are the center of international issues, Dr 
Frank, though writing as 4 professional psy. 

’ chiatrist, has presented his views and argy 


ments in the role of a super-statesman. Ab 
~. though we find armchair experts galore in 


this world, there seems to be still room for 
one more like Dr. Frank. 


In treating the United States and Russia 
as two individuals susceptible to social at 
titudes, Dr. Frank betrays his ignorance of 
international relations. Psychiatrist Frank 
would have a better case some 150 years ago 
when every nation was ruled by an individual 
with absolute power. The relations between 
two sovereign states then were determined 
by the whims and mood of the two rulers 
Dr. Frank might be able to take full advant 
age of his professional training in psychiatry 
to do something for his patients so that re 
lations between them could be improved. 
However, the difference in international re 
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lations today is net the difference. between 
# the leaders of the governments but the differ- 
Bence between one system of government, and 
that of another, The leaders of one nation: 
merely strive to defend the, sysiem. of .a..gow- 
efmment they represent. Those. who believe 
that a state exists for the benefit. of the peo- 
ple find it impossible to compromise with those 
who believe that the people live to slave for 
‘the state. So the belief. held by the free na- 
lif tions is diametrically opposite. to that. of the 
Communist bloc, Psychiatrist Frank’s attempt 
to diagnose the leaders of the governments 
without taking into consideration of the basic 












ou 






fH ernment-leads him further away from coming 
finto grips-with the issue. That he is. trying 
to-achieve the impossible is a foregone con- 
clusion, 









«~ “One sign that. a ‘person’s thinking’ pro- 
cesses have gone seriously awry is inability 
to detect absurdities,” : says Dr. Frank. But 
his diagnosis is an absurdity per se. His argu- 
ments in favor of the Soviet Union are loaded 
with. contradictions. His admiration’ of the 
Russian leaders’ ability to achieve their goal 
successfully by means short of war even if 
they are bending every effort to make the 
entire world a Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics has completely blunted the sense of 
psychiatrist: Frank’s judgment. In other 
words, ib doesn’t matter for the United States 
and other free nations to become a part of 
Soviet Socialist Republics as long as Russia 
is capable of doing so by means short of war. 
Ih one. instance he regards the United States 
fear of Russia unjustified and in another 
instance, he shows that he fears the outbreak 
of war so much that war should be averted 
at any price. Dr. Frank admits that: *Russia 
isistill-a ruthless dictatorship,” In: the same’ 
paragraph; ‘the: psychiatrist ‘says, “Although 
the treacherous execution of Nagy: shows that 
Russia’s policy toward the satellites is still 
one of terror, it may be significant that since 
execution of Beria, no defeated Russian leader 
has been killed. Dr»: Frank: should: have ‘his 
héad examined by a ‘more competent | psychi- 
atrist when, as an: American, ‘he thinks: the 
hfe of:a Russian Jeadersmore important than 
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that of any other nation: ‘As long! as’ Russia’s 
foreign paticy: is, in the: words of Dr. Frank, 
“one of terror,” the seeningly-liberal domestic 
policy plavined: at» home’ has nothing::to ‘do 
with ‘the outside: worid.' Granted) 'that-the 
domestic policy in Russia today is more libéi 
al than during the time of Stalin, it: is mot 
due to the: so-called “stirrings ‘of freedom” 
but to the fact that Khrushchev is not: half 
as strong and wut illins of his. oe as 
Stalin was. wo 


During the heyday. of the British Empire, 
nothing in the international scene provoked 
more resentment of free’ peoples thoughout 
the - world than. the eagerness of the 
British to. maintain, their empire. Yet 
Britain, is, one..of,,the .most. democratic na- 
tions in the world and. has. more, liberal 
colonial policies than,.those of .the Soviet 
Union, In the course of the, last.ten years, one 
colony after another, has. won independence 
in spite.of the very. democratic | government 
at home and a more liberal policy ..toward 
the colonies. Now an American psychiatrist 
believes in kowtowing to Russian ‘imperialism 
despite the fact that its’ policy is “one of: ter 
ror” just because of ‘the “stirrings —ae 
within Russia. What a ‘paradox! riw: ort 


It is at once a privilege for the. free. 
people: to. show, -interest;.in the world they 
live ‘in... It is.also. a, source of strength of the 
democratic: government when its.people can 
discuss freely. the merits and. demerits of the 
policy of their government. Unlike other 
experts and professional men.who choose: to 
live. ina. world of their own; Dr. Frauk shows 
so much. interest in» werld issues that he 
ventures to cure: the sick: world by: virtué of 
his. professional . training. asa psychiatrist. 
His | intentions are praiseworthy,. but: .unfor~ 
tunately, his professional training has so'dorti- 
inated his thinking process that his diagndésis 
is as inapplicable, as it is ‘misleading. He has 
become an! appeaser, though an innocent: one 
atiothat, ‘without realizing’ it) himself. : The 
consequences of! his) armchair statesmanship 
are that he may mislead other people io bet- 
ter informed than - is on ‘ international 
Communism. » it ve idee wots 








Walter Lippmann is known for his authori 
tative views on foreign affairs and an armchair 
diplomat at that. What makes Lippmann 
different from others of the same trade is that 
he considers himself the fount of wisdom of 
all subjects, social, national and international. 
And he is always ready to demonstrate his 
eloquence not on the basis of facts but on 
prejudice born out of literary conceit and in- 
tellectual aloofness. In the face of the global 
struggle between the free world and the Com- 
munist bloc, Lippmann believes in “neutraliza- 
tion,” “disengagement” and “withdrawal” of 
the Western powers, Russian aggression not- 
withstanding. Aware of the unpopularity 
of the word “appeasement,” a reminder of the 
odious Munich days, he has coined a new 
term for it. He uses the word “acommodation.” 
Garlic smells garlic even if you call it Chan- 
nel No, 21, and rose smells rose even if we 
choose to Christen it garlic. Appeasement 
means nothing more or less than appeas¢ment 
no matter what new term we can concoct in 
its place. 


During the early days of World War II 
when China was putting up a heroic resistance 
against the Japanese invasion, Lippmann told 
the whole world via his widely syndicated 
column “Tody and Tomorrow” that the retreat 
of the Chinese to Hankow meant the end of 
the Kuomintang rule. It has proved time 
and again that he was wrong in his analysis 
of the international situation. But he was 
quoted and re-quoted by those who found his 
views useful to support the case of a way- 
ward politician. So the armchair diplomat 
has become an armchair appeaser in that he 
can only preach appeasement via his writings 
while the real appeaser, Nehru of India, car- 
ries out appeasement in fact. Now the ques- 
tion is: why must Lippmann, or rather 
“Pundit” Lippmann, a well trained journalist 
and an experienced writer, believe in some- 
thing so impracticable of application, so unac- 
ceptable in theory and so unsound in »logic? 
What is responsible for shaping such a men- 
tality? These questions can be answered in 
one hyphenated word—super-salesmanship. 
Undoubtedly Lippmann has been so successful 
a journalist that his continued success depends 
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on his ability to be in the limelight all the 
time. In achieving this, he must try to be 
different from the majority of the people eveg 
if they are right. The more controversial 
and unpalatable his arguments are, the more 
publicity he gets. He has everything to gain 
by being wrong instead of by being right 
The more he is the subject of controversy, 
the more saleable is his column. This leave 
the discerning reader with the inescapable 
impression that Journalist Lippmann is more 
a businessman than an intellectual. On the 
other hand, Lippmann’s unreasonable reason 
ing could be due to his superiority complex, 
He believes that he can succeed where othe 
have failed. The repeated failure of leaders 
of the free world to effect settlement of the 
outstanding issues, such as disarmament, the 
status of Berlin, etc. has convinced Lippmana 
of the necessity of adopting the extreme 
course by yielding completely to the threats 
and wishes of the Russian leaders, since the 
West cannot succeed in curbing the aggression 
of the Soviet Union by positive action. In 
other words, if we cannot advance, let’s re 
treat. Or to put it bluntly, if. we cannot 
survive as. free man, let’s live! as a slave 
The consequences of appeasing the Russian 
imperialist do not bother Journalist Lippman 
No matter how we analyze this journalist, 
we find him nothing more. than an intellectur 
al freak, a degenerated journalist and an un- 
readable writer. 


But Lippmann is not alone in his world 
of appeasement. He has the company of oth 
eminent people such as Mrs. Roosevelt and 
Peari S. Buck, to name just two of the Op- 
posite sex. 


Being handicapped by her lack of oulehel 
tude, Mrs. Roosevelt was wise enough -to 
devote’ a greater part of her time. in her 
youth to social welfare work instead of 
society life. She has also succeeded in deve 
loping a personality, which: in. later years, 
made it possible for the dowager to radiate 
inner beauty of more enduring quality. than 
those with beauty of skin deep, so to speak 
When her husband became the ‘American 
President, she kept herself busy not only by 
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what was expected of her as the First Lady 
but by her activities in. various field of her 
own. Today at the age of 72, her: activities 
as a diplomat, humanitarian, writer (author 
of several books), politician and lecturer have 
made a deep impression on the public. Is she 
really so talented? With due respect to Mrs. 
Roosevelt’s personal integrity, she is anything 
but a statesman with vision on international 
issues, When she voiced her opinion on .the 
advisability for the United States to extend 
recognition to the Peiping regime, she at 
once betrayed her ignorance of the meaning 
of the global struggle between the free world 
and the Communist bloc.’ Years of social 
welfare work have so shaped and molded ‘her 
mentality that she thinks and acts a’ social 
worker. She is always ready to speak up for 
and give her moral support to the leftists as 
if they were the underdogs, who deserve’ bet- 
ter. treatment by the international _ policy 
makers. During her many years of residence 
in the White House, Mrs. Roosevelt was an 
important member of the “palace guard,” whose 
consistent patronage of the activities of fellow- 
travelers has done ineffable damage to Un- 
cle Sam’s international relations. As an UN 
delegate today, her action and public utter- 
ances savor of official sanction, .In her ex- 
alted position, she can afford to.make_ irres- 
ponsible statement in that she will. not be 
held to account for the consequences. 


Being also a member of the Commission 


on Iiuman Rights, Mrs. Roosevelt ‘tackles 
every problem from the point of view of'a 
social worker, who either chooses to ignore or 
refuses to believe in the importance of in- 
ternational politics and the Communist in- 
trigue. We respect her fearless, candor and 
envy her untiring interest in world affairs 
but cannot but disagree with her in her un- 
educated views on international issues. 


Although Pearl S. Buck is:only,.a novelist 
by.trade, she is, as internationally known, as 
Mrs. Roosevelt because of the popularity of her 
writings. What she has in common with the 
former First Lady is that she too is. interest- 
ed.in humanitarian work. The only difference 
is that she has never held any official position. 
She has been. engaged in humanitarian work 
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on her own,.. Her; contributions and, invalur 
able services.to community in. .bringing, up 
Eurasian children have won her nation-wide 
recognition. 


She may know a thing or two about ‘China 
where she has lived many, years, But no 
Chinese would regard her as an authority on 
Chinese affairs. Her superficial knowledge of 
China, which she claims to love only next to 
her own country, has led her to make ridicu- 
lous mistakes in her attempt to portray China 
for the Western readers. China mnder, the 
Communist domination is so un-Chinese to 
the Chinese. Author Buck’s uneducated views 
on the United States’ China policy’ shows 
her ignorance of the. aims and purposes‘ of 
the Communists. By joining the army of 
armchair experts, Pearl S. Buck . has, become 
a fullfledged appeaser. 


Are the destructive influences: of . Psychi- 
atrist Frank, Columnist, Lippman, Humanita- 
rian Roosevelt, Novelist: Buck. and. a. host. of 
other so-called intellectuals. of equal eminen- 
ce the necessary evils in free nation? My 
answer is “No,” The government of .a. free 
nation is partly responsible. for such a. phe- 
nomenon because of its failure to educate the 
public to, be better acquainted with the policy. 
of the government in. particular..and the. in- 
ternational situation in general. 


Paradoxically, the American people, who 
have almost’ achieved perfection in ‘the art of 
advertisement, have. failed .in the art of; -pro- 
paganda. They have not only failed to pro- 
mote better and closer relations between the 
United States and its allies, they haye also 
failed to promote better understanding be- 
tween the American people and their gov- 
ernment. The:reaction of the American public 
toward’ the government policy ‘on the Com- 
munist shelling of the offshore islands is only 
one of many instances which show ‘the failure, 
of the competent authorities to keep the public 
better: informed on this ;issue.. The naivety. 
of American propagandists; or public rela- 
tions personnel for that matter, may be,-seen 
in the following incident based on the writer’s 
personnal experience, 


“What’s: your opinion ae this qubbliasi 
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tion of ours?” asked the Director of USIS, 
Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia, when he was 
showing me a copy of the early issues of 
some Chinese publication entitled “America 
Today”. 


“Oh, my God!” I exclaimed when I was 
leafing through the publication. 


“What's wrong, Mr. Lee,” the Director 
showed great uneasiness in his tone. 


“Everything.” 
“Could it be that bad?” 


“Yes. The title of the publication is mis- 
leading and the contents are unsuitable and 
unreadable to: the type of readers that this 
type of publication is intented to reach.” 


“Can“you be more precise?” 


“How could you name this publication 
‘America Today’ when the contents are 
dealing with the countries in the Far East. It 
is certainly a great help to the Communist 
propaganda which accuses the United States 
as being imperialistic. You are proving their 
point of view in black ‘and white. Outside 
of those articles on the Far East, you have 
reprinted the speeches by Congressman so and 
so and senator so and so and translations of edi- 
torials of New York ‘Times, New York Herald 
Tribune, etc. which don’t mean anything to the 
manin-the-street in this part of the world. Tha- 
t’s why they are unsuitable and unreadable.” 


“What are your suggestions?” 


“The title of this publication should be 
‘The World Today.’ The contents should be 
devoted to science, social life, music, art, 
drama, theater and personalities.” 


All my suggestions have’ been accepted. 
Literarily the name of this publication was ch- 
anged overnight and so was the nature of the 


contents. If *The World Today’ is a success, 
the Director of USIS has every reason to be 
proud of his wisdom in consulting one who 
knows his own people better. 


The inherent weakness of a democratic 
government is that the elective officials only 
remember the man-in-the-street during elec- 
tion time ‘when every man, woman and baby 
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becomes his blood relation overnight. As sog 
as the election is over, these people are for 
gotten: The forgotten people have nowhey 

else to turn for intelligent information af { ‘ 
views on international issues except the . 
called eminent people of the community. Daj 
in and day out, these eminent people tell thi 

public either through their column in tht 
case of Walter Lippmann, through magazin 
article in the case of Psychiatrist Frank, } 
public utterances and lectures in the case Oj 
Humanitrian Roosevelt or through obita dict 
in the case of Novelist Pearl S. Buck. : 


It is imperative that a democactic goverm 
ment should understand the psychology 
the public which is best described by the late 
G.B. Shaw’s authorized biographer, Archiba 
Henderson, who had the following to say i 
the early thirties. r 


“An unfortunate and alarming contempé 
ary tendency, a misguided byproduct: of thé 
instrumentalities for publication, is the jout 
nalistic assumption of omniscience on the part} 
of any man or woman who attains eminence 
in any particular line. Edison was besieged 
for opinions on every conceivable subject= 
politic and propserity, music and art, healt 
and happiness, concerning many of which ‘he 
knew neither more nor less than the man-int 
the-street. Henry Ford is expécted to’ ut 
obita dicta on topics chosen at random from 
the entire) range. of human = knowledge 
Congress and, cookery, religion and radio, his 
tory and hysteria.” ‘ 


It is not merely the “journalistic assump: 
tion” but the public attitude to regard every 


man and woman, who has attained eminent 


in a particular line, to be omniscient. This 
public assumption of ominiscience of man of 
woman of eminence, who is over confident 


enough of his ability without further-encour i . 


agement from the public, is forcing mahy 4 
man, however modest he is, to wear the mai 
tle of omniscience so as not to disappoint thé 
public faith in him. One’s great success if 


another factor to one’s over-confidence. It if. 


so easy forthe eminent people to make somé 
casual remarks on some international issue 
which he knows ‘next to nothing. But what 
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is said is invariably published by newspapers 
not because of what is said as te.who has 
said it. The reading public cannot fail to be 
impressed by it. His opinion is. influenced 
by it accordingly. 


Every nation has its share of “eminent” 
sBpeople of omniscience. This weakness of de- 
~a@mocracy can be remedied not by denying the 


people the freedom of speech. The govern- 
ment is the only authority ima position to 
educate the public to better understand the 
wisdom of government policies, domestic or 
foreign, and the basic causes of international 
issues. The better educated the public, the 
less price we will have to pay for democracy. 
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OVERSEAS 
CHINESE 


THE PHILIPPINES 
Overstaying Visitors 


LL month, Manila and Taipei moved closer 
than ever before to a solution of the 
nine-year-old question of 2,500 overstaying 
Chinese visitors in the Philippines. 


On November 28, 1958, the Philippine for- 
eign office and the Chinese Embassy issued 
the following joint statement: 


“The Government of the Philippines and 
the Government of the Republic of China, 
after several months of negotiations between 
their representatives on the question of the 
Chinese temporary visitors who come to the 
Philippines during the years 1949-1953 and 
who have exceeded their periods of stay, have 
arrived at a meeting of minds on the solution 
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of the question. 


“A public announcement of the solid 
is expected very soon, pending which the de. 
tails of the same are being worked ‘out betwee) 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and 





































Embassy of the Republic of China, n 
“The solution of the question is predicatelg ™ 
on (1) full respect for the sovereign righty 
of the government of the Philippines in upg I. 
holding the majesty of Philippine law, (2) the 
sincere desire on both sides to promote better 
understanding and closer relations betwee 
the two countries, and (3) humanitarian com 
siderations.” fre 
Most of the temporary vistors fled tot a 
Philippines from Amoy, Canton and Shang§ y; 
hai, shortly before the Communists overra 
the mainland, to join: their: family member 
in the Philippines. They entered the countryg shi 
on temporary visas, and for nine years theing reg 
stay in the Philippines has been an outstanég ma 
ing issue. Most of the visitors have parent bat 
children, brothers, or spouses already living lay 
in the Philippines as permanent residents. § tak 
The joint statement by the Philippi 611 
foreign office and the Chinese Embassy d $8 
not spell out what the solution will be. 
cording to. press reports in the Philippiney sug 
these overstaying visitors will be treated im q; 
two categories. Undesirable elements will be sic 
deported'to Taiwan, while law-abiding persomg | 
will be permitted to live in the Philippingg ” 
ona permanent basis. However, the law vil 
abiding persons will have to leave the Philij ~ 
pines first, and then return to the count 
under an annual immigration quota. muc 
While no official announcement has with 
been made, overseas Chinese felt irked by§ oper 
the condition that the visitors wilt have Mf circ 
leave the country before they can be readmil nist 
ted. For one thing, why should they undergo duct 
all the troubles and pay unnecessary travellg ~~ 
ing if the Philippine government will gramig © ' 
them permanent resident status out of hug °43t 
manitarian considerations? This is a questionag the 
few leading Chinese businessmen have askedg Tha 
But several Philippine congressmen em = 
phasized that the Chinese visitors must fim of th 
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leave the country of their own will so. that 
they may qualify for re-entry as permanent 
residents. According to the Phillippine’ im- 
migration law, visitors who have exceeded 
their periods of stay will be deported, and 
no deported persons may be allowed to enter 
the Philippines territories again. 
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TAIPEI 






Trade With Southeast Asia 






Amid the din of firecrackers, a Chinese 
freighter loaded with 4,200 tons of Taiwan- 
produced cargoes sailed from Kaohsiung in 
























to titi jate January to open the door to bigger trade 
Shang§ with Southeast Asia. 
Vverrall 
emb The 6,072-ton SS Union Carrier, the first 
ountryg ship dispatched by Free China to establish a 
; them regular shipping line with Southeast Asia 
tstand™ made her voyage shortly after Thailand had 
arentya banned trade with Communist China. Ma- 
living§ laya, Singapore, and South Vietnam have all 
nts. § taken similar steps. Another freighter, the 
‘i ppits 6,119-ton SS Hai Fei, will follow up after the 
sy did $$ Union Carrier returns to Taipei. 
. A Loaded on the SS Union Carrier were 
ppine sugar, cement, bagasse boards, paper, paints, 
ted ill Chinese medicines, tea, electric fans, sewing 
will Be machines, bicycles, tobacco, wine, bleaching 
ers powder, and baking powder. The freighter 
Pe will carry back iron ore, rubber, cocoanut oil, 
Philit and cow hide. 
oun Chinese tradé officials in Taipei pinned 
much hope on expanding Free China’s trade 
as ye with Southeast Asian countries through the 
ed by Opening of the regular line, Local business 





tircles saw in Thailand’s boycott of Commu- 
nist goods a chance to sell more Taiwan pro- 
iB ducts. 








On the whole, Taiwan’s trade with South- 
east Asia in 1958 sank by US$7,000,090 from 
B the 1957 ceiling of US$23,000,000.. Exports to 
Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore, Malaya and 
Laos totalled US$16,000,000 in 1958, partly due 
tothe drop of sugar prices and partly because 
of the Communist cheap price’ dumpings. 
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MAURITIUS 
A. Paradise. 


The little island of Mauritius in the India 
Ocean, one of the few places to have escaped 
gunfire from two world wars, is dubbed a 
paradise for overseas Chinese. On the ever- 
green island where spring pre’ dominates” the 
year round, some’! 21,000°Chinese: residénts 
have for generations been leading a life of 
peace and prosperity. 


Mauritius, east of the French colony of 
Madagascar, has been ruled by Britain since 
1814. The island of 729 square miles has a 
population of about 609,000—Europeans, Afri- 
cans and Asians. The first Chinese, 26 
laborers, set foot on the island in 1830. They 
were hired at Port Louis, capital city of the 
island. It was not’ whtil nine years later, 
in 1839, that the British ‘colonial ‘authorities 
shipped in more Chinese laborers from’ Sing- 
apore and Hongkong, to. work in sugarcane 
fields laid waste after the a emancipation of 
Negroes. 

By 1854, about 1,800 Chinese had ‘settled 
on the island. ‘They had saved a good part 
of their wages and invested the money in 
small trades. Soon, the industrious ‘Chinese 
had come to assume a key’ role in the business 
of Port Louis: Fora while; envious | local: 
authorities talked about sending ‘all’ Chinese 
residents back to China. But the move was 
eventually dropped. ~ 


The pioneer Chinese’ usually wént 'to 
Mauritius alone. After they had made’ some 
money, they brought in their familiés ‘from 
the China mainland. According to the latest 
statistics, there are now 21,157 Chinese living 
on. Mauritius, including 11,926), males: and 
9,231 females. 


Reefs Ahead 


In the last few: years; the: Chinese: busi-' 
nessmén’ were encountering more and’ more 
pressure from all sides. “The local legistative’ 
council, where the C@hinése have no voice; 
has enacted sevetal laws which way proves 
to be stumbling blocks ‘to’ ‘the are ait 
Chinese business. ; : 
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With the elevation of their educational 
standard, the natives and the Indians have 
learned enough business tactics to compete 
with the Chinese. Most of the native and 
Indian businessmen have farms or real estates 
to fall back to if they fail in their business. 
This puts the Chinese at a great disadvantage 
as their only properties are their shops. 


What may turn out to be the biggest 
danger for Chinese businessmen is the keen 
competition among themselves. The market 
is having a slump, and profit is low. So 
many overseas Chinese businessmen are hav- 
ing récourse to underquoting each other—a 
practice which may prove suicidal to all. 
The Chinese Chamber of Commerce in 
Mauritius has once and again appealed for 
cooperation, but of little avail. 


These are the underwater reefs lying 
ahead of many of the Chinese traders on 


Manritius. 


Red Intrigues 


The small Chinese colony on Mauritius 
has escaped two wars, but it could hardly es- 
cape Chinese Communist infiltration. Several 
Chinese schools are known to have been in- 
fested by Communist-inclined or leftist . ele- 
ments, Teachers even openly propagated Com- 
munist doctrines, and some youngsters were 
lured to mainland China to study in the last 
few years. 

But soon the Communist intrigues failed. 
Chinese students coming out of the mainland 
returned to Mauritius to tell of the miserable 
conditions under the Communist rule. Most 
parents have now ceased sending their child- 
ren to leftist Chinese’ schools in Mauritius. 


The sentiments of the Chinese residents 
can be measured by their rousing celebrations 
of the Double Tenth National Day. Every 
year on this auspicious occasion thousands of 
Chinese in Port Louis and elsewhere on 
Mauritius hilariously .greeted the National 
Day with parades, rallies, and dances. The 
White Sun and Blue Sky flags fluttering over 
almost every roof in Chinese residential dis- 
tricts. The celebrations usually stretch over 


four days. 


28 





In sharp contrast with the jubilant cele+ 
brations of the Double Tenth is the Commu: 
nist “national day” on October 1. Last yeary 
the Communists managed to round up enough: 
people and staged a parade. But half way, 
through, the paraders had all run away, leay- 
ing only the few hard-core Communists to 
finish their march. 












FRANCE 






Chinese Cuisine 






A unique exhibition will unfold in mid- 
February in Paris to illustrate the traditional 
Chinese art of cooking. Also on display will 
be Chinese native products, many of which 
are widely reknowned among lovers of Chi- 
nese food. 


The sponsor of the Chinese cuisine ex 
hibition is Liu Chuan-fu; chairman of thé 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce who operate¥ 
a big Chinese restaurant in Paris. Liu won 
a big medal last December from « local cui* 
sine fair. 













The Chinese national flag and a big por 
trait of President Chiang Kai-shek will be 
hung high up in the exhibition hall. Arrayed 
in the exhibition hall-in Paris will, be all 
sorts of Chinese dishes, Chinese cooking uten+ 

















sils,; and native products brought to Paris — Bese 
from Taiwan. | deci 
cand 
EDUCATION ath 
Peop 
A Bigger Enrolment Janu 
The Chinese Government has decided to mt 
enroll 2,300 new overseas Chinese students for whil. 
the autumn semester in 1959, including 1,90 
for universities and colleges and 400 for'mids I 
dle schools. if perso 
ae ‘ wg legat. 
Application forms will be mailed to over’ Com; 
seas Chinese in mid-February so that the stuff Mosc 
dents will’ have plenty of time to prepare) 





Screening and examinatious will begin in| 
March. The enrolment planned for 1959 wil 
be bigger than that of 1958, when 1,839) new 
students came from abroad for advanced edu. 
cation in Free China. a 
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THE MAINLAND 


The Great Maybe 


ee SESH on the Chinese mainland is in 
a a stage of indecision these days. 


It was officially announced that the Chi- 
nese Communist party’s Central Committee 
decided not to recommend Mao Tse-tung’s 
candidacy for the chairmanship of the regime 
to the First Session of the Second “National 
People’s Congress,” which was to be held in 
January this year. January came and went. 
The NPC meeting was first postponed to 
March, and then moved further to April, 
while Mao stayed on. 


It was also reported that Mao would 
personally lead the Chinese Communist de- 
legation to attend the XXI Congress of the 
Communist party of the Soviet Union in 
Moscow, which began in late January. The 
Moscow Congress opened, however, with the 
bosses of every Communist satellite but him. 
Instead, Chou En-lia hurried there with a 
delegation composed of persons who can only 
be considered as second rate in the Chinese 
Communist hierarchy. 
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As things unfurled, it became more and 
more evident that Mao’o resignation was a 
reluctant decision, made only in face of strong 
pressure from Soviet Russia. And in Moscow, 
Nikita Khrushchev admitted for the second 
time, in front of gathered Communist delega- 
tions from all over the. world, that a differ- 
ence of opinion existed between the Russian 
and the Chinese Communists over “the ways 
to implement the people’s communes.” 


The question now‘is: would Mao Tse-tung 
indeed quit when the NPC meets in April? 
Or would he let himself be “persuaded” again 
to remain in that post? 


Until the time of this writing, no foreign 
observer has ever mentioned. this possibility. 
But Chinese experts on Communist affairs 
have not ruled it out entirely. Mao’s natural 
desire to hang on to the power and prestige 
of the post, the apparent lack of agreement 
among the Chinese Communists on who 
should. be his successor, and the curious fact 
that the entire propaganda apparatus never 
ceased to rave about the “greatness of Chair- 
man Mao” all pointed toward that direction. 


No one knows the answer at this moment, 
but it will be interesting to watch what hap- 
pens when the curtain rises for the Second 
“National People’s Congress.” 


Tidying Up Communes 


Confusion reigned also in the lower 
echelons. Following the belated announce- 
ment of the news of the sixth plenary meet- 
ing of the CCP Central Committee in Wuhan, 
the provincial committees, following the 
standard Communist practices held plenary 
meetings to relay the decision of the big 
bosses, and probably to. cushion the shock 
from. hearing Mao’s resignation. Nobody 
knew exactly what to do in these provincial 
meetings. All tried to grasp the real mean- 
ing behind the wordy resolutions adopted at 
Wuhan, which were in themselves a great 
riddle. For the resolution on certain prob- 


lems of the people’s commune called for less 
working hours and more humane treatment 
of the commune members, and the other re- 
















solution adopted at Wuhan, that on industrial 
and agricultural production targets for 1959, 
demanded more output on every front. They 
were, to say the least, self-conflicting. 


The provinces obediently sent out “10,9990 
man inspection groups” to “tidy up” the 
communes, as the Communists say. From 
New China News Agency reports, the first 
thing to do was “to increase the socialist and 
Communist consciousness of the cadres and 
the masses.” In other words, to brainwash 
those who were still suspicious of the com- 
mune system into submitting to it as an in- 
evitable development on the road to commu- 
nism. 


These gigantic inspection groups were 
supposed to find out the trouble spots in the 
operation of the communes and correct them. 
What did they find out? The People's Daily 
report on Shansi province was a typical 
situation: “Certain problems existed in all 
communes due to’ the fact that since the 
establishment of the communes, work in the 
fields had been heavy, and there was no time 
to make the necessary adjustments. Added 
to this was the fact that the people’s com- 
mune is a new venture, and experience in its 
operation is lacking. 

“Some cadres, for instance, had concealed 
output figures, and spent public reserves 
rather lavishly. Some did not actively assign 
all the manpower needed for tasks taken up 
by the communes under unified management. 
Production order was a little confused, and 
there were instances of idling, waste, and 
low work efliciency. All this affected the 
consolidation of the communes and the de- 
velopment of production.” 


Hupeh Sets Pace 


In the tidying up campaign, while direc- 
tives seemed to be ambiguous and self-con- 
flicting, the emphasis was on guaranteeing 
the people minimum living conditions. Even 
the Communists themselves were awakening 
to the fact that the peasants were being 
worked too hard and fed too little, and that 
a little more sleep and a little more food 
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would probably get more labor out of them, 


On December 19, the same day when the 
Wuhan resolution was announced, the New 
China News Agency released the “stipulations 
drawn up by the CCP Hupen_ provincial 
committee on making good present arrange 
ments concerning the life of the people ina 
number of matters,” preceded by comments 
of the Central Committee, which said: 


“Attention must be paid to both produc 
tion and living conditions. It is difficult to 
do production well if attention is not paid to 
the living conditions of the people. Efforts 
should be made to enable people to live well 
on the basis that as a result they will pro 
duce more, and living conditions should be 
considered in relation to production.... 


“The Central Committee holds that the 
party committees of all provinces, munici- 
palities and autonomous Tregions may follow 
the example of the Hupeh provincial com 
mittee, and formulate their own stipulations 
with due consideration to local conditions, 
and promulgate them for enforcement. In 
the national minority areas, the customs and 
habits of the national minorities musi be re 
spected in making proper arrangements com 
cerning the life of the local population.” 


It must be remembered that Hupeh, of 
all the mainland provinces, was the one§- 
which insisted on a “go slow” policy on the 
people’s communes from the very beginning 
Conditions there should therefore be far bet 
ter than any other province in regard to the 
life of the people. It must also be remem» 
bered that when the Communists promise 
something, it is because that that something i 
has been denied the people in the past. " 


New Promises 


Reading the stipulations in -this lig 
anyone can see for himself how miserable 
life must have been for the people on th 
mainland. Ruled the CCP Hupeh commit 
tee on work and rest: 


“Whether the vigor of the people is great 
or not depends, not only on the length of thi 
working hours, but rather on the extent 
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the fruits of labor, The more people rest, 
the. greater their vigor, and the greater will 
be the: fruits of their labor. On. the. other 
hand, if people do not have proper.rest, they 
cannot work in good spirits, and the fruits 
of their labor will be reduced. A person who 
does not rest well cannot be expected to work 
well.” 


The Hupeh committee promised’ that: 
“First, work must not exceed 12 hours (daily).” 
This was direct admission that people were 
forced to work much longer than 12 hours in 
the past. 


“Second, a good job must be made of the 
innovation of farm tools and the improve- 
ment of labor organization, so as to gradual- 
ly reduce strenuous manual labor and raise 
work efficiency.” So the Communists’ finally 
learned that the ant army ‘is not necessarily 
the best and most economic answer to pro- 
duction needs, 


“Third, members of people’s communes 
must be guaranteed a_ half-day. rest period 
each week,” This meant that. there was not 
even half a day’s rest per week before this 
directive was issued, , 


“Fourth, during their menstrual period, 
women workers must be guaranteed exemp- 
tion from heavy work, from working with 
feet in cold water, and from working night 
shifts.” Nothing was said about making wom- 
‘fen to work 12 hours with their feet, on dry 
ground in the day during their menstrual 
period. Apparently that is still permissible. 


Fifth, safety in production must be guar- 
anteed, labor conditions must’ be improved 
as much as possible, and efforts must be ¢x- 
erted to reduce and prevent accidents.” Such 
accidents were, according to other sources, 
commonplace in the crude blast furnace meth- 
od of making pig iron. The product had 
practically no value because of its high ‘sul- 
phur content. 


Roof for Mess Hall 


The promises on public mess halls were 
éven more telling. Warned the Hupeh pro- 
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vincial committee: “If a mess hall is not 
well run, it will collapse.” Its prescriptions: 


First, the people must have enough to eat.” 
No doubt, they had not enough to fill their 
stomachs in the early days’ of public mess 
halls. 


“Second, the people must eat well.” Many 
reports spoke of the lack: of vegetables’ in 
the communes because all available manpower 
had. been sent to the “steel .and iron. front.” 
The Communists readily admitted of “tension” 
in the supply of supplementary food in most 
provinces. 


Third, the food. should be clean: and 
cooked under hygienic conditions... People 
with communicable. diseases. should ‘be separ- 
ately accomodated, er allowed to take their 
food home to eat, there.” This bore testimony 
to the report that since August 1958, the Com- 
munists forced even invalids to come to the 
public mess'halls for meals and hot water. 


“Fourth, a public mess hall should have 
a dining room.” Too many were operating 
in the open, with no roof to shelter the food 
from the biting cold of winter on the Chi- 
nese mainland. 


Fifth, a public mess hall should» be de- 
mocratically managed.” That meant” the 
cadres should not be as highhanded as. ‘they 
were about how to run the mess hall, and 
should listen. a bit to the complaints, 


“Sixth, those who eat in the mess hall 
should be permitted certain liberties which 
are necessary. For example, sick people, the 
aged, small children and expectant mothers 
may be allowed to take'their food home to 
eat. In cold weather, those living some dis- 
tance away may be” permitted to bring food 
home, or else to cook their own meals at home. 
All households, may have their, own small 
ovens, and they should be allotted small quan- 
tities of firewood, grass, and bran so that in 
winter they may work their own ovens to boil 
water, fry rice and cook dishes.”. None of 
these things was possible before. The people 
even had to go th the public mess hall. for a 
cup of hot. water for the sick to take their 
medicine. 
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The Big Home 


The People’s Daily of Peiping reprinted in 
December a report on the Shansi Daily de- 
scribing a debate among members of the 
Peiliangshui production team of the Cheng- 
kuan people’s commune in Chiehhsiu hsien, 
Shansi province. Conducted under “the guid- 
ance of the Communist party cell,” it of 
course drew the stereotyped conclusion that 
the commune “is a big family.” Even though, 
some direct quotes from the papers were 
most revealing of the sentiments of the people. 
















A commune member, Chang Tzu-tung, 
boldly challenged the system. Asked Chang: 
“Now that we eat together, do we still have 
our little homes? The way I look at it is that 
home no longer exists if we go home every 
day only to sleep. It can only be a dormi- 
tory. 


The members differed on the definition 
of a home. One said “home is where you 
have your meals. Another said “if you have 
a wife, you have a home.” it was finally 
agreed that “before collectivization and the 
commune system was introduced in our vil- 
lage, parents and children lived tcgether and 
make up a household. Each houschold looked 
after the upbringing and education of its chil- 
dren. This small unit was then known as 


home.” 






















The question was then raised: “Do we 
have such a home now?” Said one: “No. Since 
we do not have to till the land and keep the 
pot boiling, only the commune is our home. 
Everybody has two shoulders and one mouth, 
carrying a roll of bedding and a wash basin. 
Every day, he eais his fill, does whatever 
things he is told, and goes to wherever he is 
told. What home. has he after all?” 









On whether collective life was any better 
or warmer than small family life, there was 
still one person brave enough to declare: “In 
the small family in the past, members of the 
household ate whatever things they liked and 
drank whatever beverages they wisehed. All 
day leng, members of the family, old and 
young, got together, chatting and laughing. 
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Was this not heart-warming?” 


Another member also questioned the nup 
sery system. Pei Yu-ming said, “If the chi 
dren are taken to the nursery and kindergartey 
when they are very young and after whi¢ 
to the boarding school, will they not-forsak 
their kinsman and close relative after they 
have been allocated to various jobs 
graduation?” 


These cynics were of course persuade 
into believing that the commune is a bette 
substitute for the small family or otherwise th 
People's Daily would not have printed the deh 
in the first place. They showed, howeve 
that a good deal of people like them on ¢ 
Chinese mainland question the entire sys 
then and now, and that deep down they sti 
believe that nothing, certainly not the co 
mune, can take the place of home, sweet hom 


Preaching Is Crime 


From the metropolitan city of Shangha 
and the Inner Mongolia capital of Huheh 
came the same kind of news—persecutid 
of religion. Neither Protestants nor the Cat 
olic Church escaped this inevitable fate wu 
der communism. 


In Shanghai, the standing committee 
the Shanghai municipal committee of th 
“Protestant Churches for Self-Administratic 
exposed a group of “bourgeois rightists,” in 
cluding Chien Tuan-yun, Li Han-wen, 
Chu-en and Yao Chung-en. Their gui 
they advocated free preaching and famil 
gatherings. Declared the Liberation Daily 
Shanghai: 


“Free preaching was the anti-scciali 
counter-current within the Protestant circle 
in Shanghai. They organized the secrt 
family gatherings to spread rumors, stag 
sabotage, create unrest, harm __ productiol 
swindle money, rape women and carry 0 
activities which were harmful to the people’ 


Rightists Ku Chu-en and Yao Chung-¢ 
it was charged, were promoters and advocat 
of these “reactionary” free preaching acti 
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ties. Yao especially committed the “crime” 
of starting a bible school. 


In Inner Mongolia, a Protestant group was 
arrested and another 10 Catholics stood trial 
at a “‘public trial meeting” conducted by the 
“Huhehot Municipal Intermediate People’s 
Court.” 


The former group included Kao Tai-yu, 
Chao Chih-jung and Li Yu. According to the 
Inner Mongolian Daily. these three “emphasiz- 
ed the spiritual role they would play, oppos- 
ed the self-administrative movement, spread 
‘rumors about the woes befalling the church, 
and urged the adoption of an anti-Communist 
platform.” It was said “they also resorted to 
various means, such as preaching sermons, 
saying prayers, speaking dialects, treating 
patients, and getting rid of devils to spread 
misleading rumors, carry out incendiary activ- 
ities and propagate reactionary viewpoints 
among the Protestants.” What punishment 
they drew were not known. 


The Catholics got heavy sentences in the 
“mass trial,’ in which the Communists are 
old hands. What had they done? The same 
newspaper said that they “encouraged the 
counter-revolutionaries to foster their utmost 
to undermine the self-administrative move- 
ment, and prevented patriotic Catholic priests 
and laemen from taking part in political 
activities, saying that ‘all truth belongs to 
God!” 


Two leaders of the group got long jail 
sentences—Li Tsung-che got 20 years and 
Wang Hisi-hsien, 15 years. “Penalities were also 
meted out to other members of this counter- 
revolutionary group,” the paper reported 
gravely. 


In all cases, the real offense in the eyes 
of the Chinese Communists was that the 
culprits resisted the so-called “self-government 
movement,” devised by the Communists to 
facilitate party control of the churches and 
also to sever all former connections with for- 
eign churches, 


Slave Labor Empire 


Many outsiders still doubt today the ex- 
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istence of vast slave labor camps on the Chi- 
nese mainland, similar to those in Soviet 
Russia. The Chinese Communists themselves 
have furnished an answer to shatter the 
dreams of these people. 


In the fifth issue of the Political. and Legal 
Research, a magazine published in Peiping, 
Meng Chao-liang shed for the first time some 
light on the size and operations of slave labor 
camps in an article entitled: “Basic condi- 
tions of labor reform work during the past 
nine years.” 


“The work of reform through labor, which 
is a constituent part. of public: security work,” 
said Meng, “has been. gradually established . 
in accordance with instructions.of the Party 
Central Committee and Chairman Mao, and 
in close coordination with the. movement to 
suppress counter-revolutionaries and the strug- 
gle against criminals. ... 


“The policy of reforming convicted crim- 
inals through labor is an important aspect of 
our counter-revolutionary suppression policy; 
it is also one of the essential measures for 
our country to enforce dictatorship over the 
enemy and to completely wipe out counter- 
revolutionaries.” 

How does this system operate? Meng de- 
clared: “In the constant process of ideologi- 
cal education, we put emphasis on requiring 
the criminals to admit their guilt and submit 
to the law, to understand current affairs and 
policies, as well as to be aware of their own 
future. ... 


“Therefore, in dealing with criminals new- 
ly put under labor reform, the labor reform 
organ usually starts to educate them to admit 
guilt and submit to the law, and then, in co- 
ordination with socialist reform movements 
at different times, mobilizes them to make a 
fuller confession, thus forcing them to further 
realize their guilt and honestly accept reform. 
In the meantime, such measures would make 
the criminals give much information about 
enemy agents and concealed arms, ammuni- 
tion and materials, which information would 
effectively assist our campaign to eliminate 
counter-revolutionaries and strike at crimi- 
nals.” 
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He didnot ‘say how many people were 
serving in “reform through labor” establish- 
ments, nor how many such farms and factories 
there were behind barbed wires.’ However, 
this gigantic operation could be seen from 
Meng’s description of the “industrial manage- 
ment” of the labor reform units. 


“During the past few monihs,” he wrote 
apparently with a sense of pride, “labor re- 
form units have succeeded in the trial manu- 
facture of tractors, mercury vapor rectifiers, 
synthetic fibers, etc., totalling more than 500 
items. Most worthy of mention is that the 
Hsin Sheng Electric Motor Factory in Chin- 
chow has succeeded in sublimating silicium 
and making semi-conductors, and thereby 
climbed to the pinnacle of technical science. 
There conditions testify to the attainment of 
a new and still higher stage of development 
in labor reform industries.” 


Meng mentioned that “most of the labor 
reform farms were built on banks of rivers 


or lakes, in salty areas or arid lands where 
communications were extremely inconveni- 
ent.” Therefore, “cadres who were entrusted 
with the labor reform work led bands of 
criminals to pitch their camps in the wilder- 
ness and _ battle with the elements.” He re- 
vealed that “various labor reform construc- 
tion units have participated during recent 
years in the construction of many famous 
railways and water conservancy. projects.” 


The vastness of the slave labor empire 
was such that: “In agriculture, according to 
incomplete statistics from 19 provinces, mu- 
nicipalities and autonomous regions, some 
1,610,000 mou of land have benefited from the 
water conservancy projects built by labor’ 
reform farms during the winter of 1957 and 
the spring of 1958. This represents 70 percent | 
of the total areas that have benefited from 
irrigation and water conservancy works built 
by the labor reform farms in these places.” 
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Mao Tse-tung Steps Down 
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peculating on Mao Tse-tung’s decision to 

step down from the chairmanship of the 
“Chinese People’s Government,” the local 
papers were of the opinion that the Commu- 
nists’ defeat in the Battle of Kinmen and the 
storm of opposition aroused by their current 
“people’s commune” system were important 
but not decisive factors which led to this 
decision. He would never have. decided to 
step down, they said, had the Kremlin not 
exercised high pressure against him, Be that 
as it may, change of leadership should not be 
construed to mean any change in. the Com- 
munists’ basic policy. 

















Regarding the Reds failure in the invasion 
of the Taiwan Straits and the widespread 
opposition to the “people’s commune” system 
by the people on the mainland as chief factors 
which had prompted Mao’s decision to step 
down, the Central Daily News, in its editorial 
on December 16, stated that he would not 
have taken this step if Moscow had not 
exercised pressure against him. Since the 
death of Stalin, continued the paper, “most 
Stalinist leaders of the Soviet satellites both 
in Europe and Asia had either been put to 
death or liquidated. Mao is the only Stalinist 
leader of great stature who still enjoys un- 
disputed power. The Kremlin leaders, either 
during the period of collective leadership 
when Malenkov was the Premier or under 
Khrushchev’s dictatorship could never be 
sure of Mao’s loyalty towards them. They 
could not set their heart at ease so long as 
Mao remained in power. His downgrading 
thus has been a foregone conclusion.” The 
question posed by the latest development, 
added the paper, is: “Could Mao ever restore 
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his power or leadership? Or does his :present 
stepping-down simply mean the end of his 
political career? We need not take the trouble 


to answer it at present. However, one thing 
is certain: Mao’s giving up of his post as 
‘chairman’ of the: puppet regime is not: only 
his personal defeat but the defeat. of the 
whole Chinese Communist. Party. Should 
Mao from now on be headed: for complete 
eclipse from which there is. no hope of return, 
it would not be his personal decline of power 
but that of the whole puppet: regime.” 


“Whether Moa Tse-tung’s giving up of 
the ‘chairmanship’ of the puppet regime is an 
indication of his actual downfall d=pends in 
the last analysis on whether his leadership 
and ideology would be liquidated or revised,” 
thus declared the Hsin Sheng Pao editorially 
on December 17. In the Communist scheme 
of things, the paper went on to say, “if a 
certain person is to be overthrown, the 
liquidaticn of his leadership and ‘ideology 
must come first. This was the case ‘with 
Chen Tu-hsiu, so was it with Li Li-san. Mao 
Tse-tung would of course be no exception. 
However. the downfall of a person does not 
necessarily mean the disintegration of the 
Communist organization. Take Soviet Russia 
for example. Before the death of Stalin, many 
people in the free world were inclined to 
believe that once he was gone, the Soviet 
regime would collapse like a house built on 
sand. Now Stalin has been dead for over five 
years? Has the world situation undergone any 
change for the better? Definitely not.’ This 
fact only proves that since the Communist 
Party is an ideological entity, anyone may 
come to the fore to replace its leader and 
tactics may change from time to time to fit 
in with the ever-changing world situation, 
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but the fundamental aims of the party will 
always remain the same. Thus it would bea 
fatal mistake to assume that Mao’s stepping- 
down would presage a major shift in the 
Chinese Communists’ policy.” Furthermore, 
the paper pointed out, “Many people have 
entertained the illusion that Mao would one 
day become the Tito of the East. Now that 
he has fallen, they may expect the emergence 
of a new Tito. Such a view is just wishful 
thinking, which is quite contrary to reality. 
In this connection, we have to point out that 
Mao’s line is not only more radical than that 
of Tito of Yugoslavia but also that of the 
Kremlin. Tito has launched scathing attacks 
against the “people’s commune” system and 
Moscow has taken an indifferent attitude 
toward it. Therefore, even if Mao did not 
fall, it is certain that he would never toe 
Tito’s line. If the downfall of Mao is real, 
it must be because of the unusually heavy 
pressure Moscow has brought to bear on him. 
If so, the Soviets will certainly exercise more 
effective control over the puppet regime in 


the days to come. Thus, it would be even 
less possible for the Chinese Communists to 
follow Tito’s line.” 


“Speculation is rife as to the real cause 
which prompted Mao Tse-tung to relinquish 
the ‘chairmanship’ of the puppet Peiping 
regime. But so divergent are the opinions of 
the mainland affairs experts that there is not 
a definite answer to it. At any rate, this 
quesion will. ever remain an enigma which 
defies a correct answer,” said the Independence 
Evening Paper on December 21. “The Com- 
munist Party,” the paper continued, “be it 


Russian or Chinese, is always in the process * 


of change. There is only one thing which 
it wil] never change, namely, its ambition to 
effect the Sovietization of the world. While 
living, Stalin was worshipped as a demigod. 
Once he was removed from the scene by death, 
he was ‘purged’ by his closest followers. Of 
course, this was something not expected by 
the so-called experts on Russian problems. 
Again, who could foresee that Khrushchev, 
an insignificant Russian Communist in the 
days of Stalin, would one day rule Soviet 
Russia with the dictatorial power of Stalin? 
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All this is to prove that change of leaders j 
a Communist regime has nothing to do wif 
the people under its domination. Even 
Khrushchev were forced to step aside one day 
another Khrushchev would emerge. We c 
not see any change in the fate of the oppresse 
Russian people if no outside influence come 
to their rescue. For this reason, what god 
is there to ask the question: what will be th 
fate of Mao Tse-tung? Even if he died, ow 
compatriots on the mainland would not 
saved, so long as the Communist regime j 
there. Therefore, we have to address ourselve 
to the work of overthrowing the puppet regime 
and need not trouble ourselves with s 
meaningless questions.” 
Commenting on the same topic, the C. 
Post declared editorially on December 17: 
Mao does step down from his high pedestal 
as ‘Chairman’ of the Chinese Communist 
‘government, the question whether this cag 
be regarded as Mao’s real downfall will hinge 
on whether or not he continues to be the headf j 
of the party. Should Mao remain the head 
of the party and continue to exercise all the 
powers appertaining to that position, hi 
resignation from the post of ‘Chairmat 
certainly cannot be considered as a big decling 
in his prestige. Since it is the Communist 
party which controls the ‘government,’ Mao’ 
successor--be it Chu Teh or someone else 
would be more or less.a figurehead. Another 
important question is: If Mao actually step 
down from his “post as ‘Chairman’ of the 
Chinese Communist ‘government,’ is it @ 
voluntary act or a result of pressure applied 
by the other powerful leaders of the Com 
munist party? If it is the pressure of the other 
Communist chiefs that is forcing Mao to ste 
down, then even as head of the party he will 
be no more than a figurehead, or he maj 
be deprived of that position altogether. 


“To a considerable extent, therefore, th 
situation is still shrouded in an air of mystery 
Nevertheless, some definite conclusions. cal 
already be drawn at this moment. First, ther 
can be no doubt that all is not well with th 
Communist regime on the mainland. For 
many years, Mao Tse-tung’s “position 





Stalin in Soviet Russia. It: has long’ been 
taken for granted among the Communists that 
Mao alone is qualified) to be concurrently 
‘Chairman’ of the ‘government’ and head. of 
the party, and that his authority cannot be 
questioned. The very fact that he will soon 
cease to be the chief of state clearly shows 
that there is widespread discontent on the 
mainland and some spectacular action must 
be taken to pacify the Chinese masses. 


“Second, regardless of who is to succeed 
Mao as ‘Chairman’ of the Chinese Communist 
‘government,’ and no matter whether Mao, if 
™ he remains head of the party, is to be a 
§ figurehead or not, there will be no substantial 
change in the Chinese Communists’ objectives 
or methods used by them in ruling the 
B country. They will continue to oppress and 
exploit the Chinese people on the mainland 
though they may adopt go-slow tactics in 
enforcing the ‘commune’ system or abolish it 
altogether. In other words, no improvement 
in the lot of the masses can be expected. 


“Third, it may be considered as quite 
certain that the relations between Peiping 
and Moscow will remain the same as_ before. 
As a matter of fact, we strongly suspect that 
the Kremlin has a hand in the reported 
downgrading of Mao Tse-tung, leaving Mao 
still the top-man in the Chinese Communist 
Party, then his vacating the ‘Chairmanship’ 
is only tactical, a move to appease people at 
home and to mollify the Big Brother in 
Moscow. Meanwhile, everything else alout 
the Communist tyranny will not end vntil 
it is overthrown and not a day earlier.” 


Ike’s State of Union Message 


Calling the American Chief of State’s 
message a concrete demonstration of the 
United States’ determination to maintain its 
military superiority in defense of freedom 
and peace of the world, the Hsin Sheng Pao 
editorialized on January ll that “we are 
certain that in the face of the Communist 
aggression in future, the United States, alive 
to its international obligations, will not hes- 
itate to take immediate and effective actions 
to deal with the situation in exactly the same 
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way as it did last year during the crises in 
the Middle East, Taiwan Straits or Berlin.” 
“Though there is nothing new in this message,” 
continued the paper, “the firm attitude evinced 
therein is encouraging in itself and the very 
avoidance of any expressions of appeasment 
is a proof that the two major ‘parties: of) the 
United: States have a meeting of minds ‘in 
their basic viewpoints. The firm U.S. policy 
will no doubt contribute much to the security 
of the free: world.” 


*At the’ time when the Soviet deputy-’ 
premier Mikoyan is paying his visit to the 
United States, President Eisenhower’s strong 
rebuke to Soviet Russia for its breach of 
international faith in his annual State of the 
Union Message will dampen the enthusiasm 
of his activities,” the Combirxed Daily News 
editorially declared on the same day. “Over 
61 percent of the whole’ budget,” continued 
the paper, “is earmarked for national defense, 
military aid and atomic research. This is 
proof that the American President is deter- 
mined to back up his warning to the Soviets 
with strength. In his message, he maintains 
his view of collective world security which is 
a serious warning to those who advocate 
isolationism. Many countries to-day are re- 
ceiveing U.S. military and economic aid. 
Should the United States withdraw her 
support to them, it would indeed deal an 
irreparable blow to the defense of the free 
world against the insidious encroachments of 
world Communism. Therefore, the clear-cut 
attitude taken by the American President 
will go a long way in boostng the anti- 
Communist spirit of the free nations.” 


Terming President Eisenhower’s state of 
the union message a most remarkable docu- 
ment, the China News in its editorial on 
January 15 stated: “It is in reality a state of 
the world message addressed as much to people 
outside of the United States as to those 
inside it.” “Above everything else,” the paper 
continued, “the message is a re-affirmation of 
the United States faith in democracy and 
freedom, and at the same time a reiteration 
of its readiness to help other nations in a 
common effort to deter further Communist 
aggression.” 
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“Just as peace is indivisible,” the paper 
further pointed out, “so is security. President 
Eisenhower rightly admits that ‘America’s 
security can be assured only within a world 
community of strong, stable, independent 
nations, in which the concepts of freedom, 
justice and human dignity can flourish. There 
can be no such thing as Fortress America. 
If ever we were reduced to the isolation 
implied in that term, we would occupy a 
prison, not a fortress.’ Nations which want 
to defend their freedom but cannot full do so 


from their own means, should feel heartened 
by the American leader’s assurance and that 
the United States can and must -continug 
assistance to such nations as it. has been 
doing since 1947. There is not the slightest 
bellicosity in President Eisenhower’s message, 
But there is enough firmness in it to dix 
courage Communists of any nationality from 
trying to start new troubles in 1959. The 
United States is in no mood to countenance 


aggression.” 
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Status of Mao Tse-Tung 


ommenting on the Chinese Communist 
C official confirmation of the Taipei intel- 
ligence report that the Chinese Communist 
Party had decided to replace Mao Tse-tung 
as chariman of the Communist Peiping re- 
gime, the Salt Lake Tribune stated on Decmber 
18: 

“There is general disagreement as to the 
significance of the retirement. next month of 
Mao Tse-tung as president of Communist 
China. 

“In making the announcement, after keep- 
ing the news secret for a week, the Commu- 
nist Party Central Committee in Peiping took 
pains to emphasize that Mao’s retirement was 
voluntary...” 


“It is true that all has not gone smoothly 
for the current ‘great leap forward’ program” 
continued the Tribune. “Communist Chinese 
newspaper articles last month disclosed severe 
food shortages in the communal mess halls. 
The People’s Daily was warning over-enthusia- 
stic directors of the communes that ordinary 
workers should be allowed eight hours sleep 
everyday, with even ‘shock workers’ being 
permitted six hours sleep”, 


“Nor can it be forgotten that first word 
of the still secret change in Mao’s status came 
from the Chinese Nationalists on the basis 
of reports from their underground agents in 
mainland China.’ Obviously the Chinese on 
Formosa do have at least some sources/of in- 
formation from inner Communist circles,” 
the Tribune stressed. 


Mao’s partial retirement, confirmed ata 
time when the Chinese Communist regime 
was already seething with mixed emotions 
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regarding the communes and the current ‘leap 
forward’ campaign to spur industry and agri- 
culture, came as -a baffling event: and one 
which, wrote Gordon’ Walker of Christian 
Science Monitor on December, 19, “has caused 
widespread unrest and bewilderment,” 


Assuming that “no Western » observer, 
diplomat, or student connected with mainland 
China affairs is capable at the moment of 
making an accurate analysis of what now is 
happending inside mainland China”, the chief. 
Far Eastern correspondent of the Monitor be- 
lieved that “Mao’s resignation may not be so 
voluntary an action as official communiques 
make out and that indeed he may have suc- 
cumbed to the basic criticism of other mem- 
bers of the top hierarchy.” 


“It has long been rumored but never sub- 
stantially proved that there have been two 
schools of thought in Peking—those who fayor 
rapid evolution toward Communism and those 
who prefer to go slowly.” 


“It is reported that the go-slow group, 
including Premier Chou En-lai,” the corres- 
pondent went on, “has opposed a.long Series 
of Mr. Mao’s changes dating back to 1955 when 
he ordered the formation of agricultural co- 
operatives and continuing on through the rec- 
tification campaign and the present move- 
ment to organize commune... 


“It will probably be some time before the 
situation is clarified, But it seems legitimate 
speculation that during the course of the re- 
cent Wuhan party conference, Mr, .Mao 
agreed to stage a tactical withdrawal, confin- 
ing himself to doctrinal rather than to ad- 
ministrative affairs..., 


“Mr,..Mao may, have suffered on the tac 
tical: front, but there still is. mo indication 





that he has lost anything of his prestige as 
Marxism’s leading exponent and interpreter 
in China.” 


Conceding it may never be fully explained 
whether or not the announcement of Mr. 
Mao’s retirement was intended to be leaked 
at such an early date, the correspondent 
stressed that “Nationalist intelligence sources 
on Formosa scored brilliantly in learning de- 
tails of the Wuhan party conference and 
breaking the story to the world. And it is 
regarded in informed quarters here as quite 
likely that Peking’s hand was forced.” 


In an article which appeared in the 
Kansas City Times on December 19, Thomas 
P. Whitney wrote: 


“It seems quite possible that a main rea- 
son for Mao’s quitting as president is to 
disassociate Mao’s personal prestige and re- 
putation in some degree from acts of the 
Chinese Communist government. The most 
important thing going on in Communist 
China today is the nationwide organization 
of people’s communes.” 


“The drive to organize these communes 
constitues,” continued the columnist, “a drastic 
social revolution. It is much more far-reach- 
ing than the drive to organize collective 
farms in Russia in the 1928-32 period. 


“Such a revolution cannot be carried out 
without resistence; the government will have 
to suppress discontent on a nationwide scale. 
This purge, in terms of the numbers of people 
and probably in the brutality involved, may 
make Joseph Stalin’s purge look mild.” 


“It is important to the Chinese Commu- 
nist party to keep as unsullied as possible 
the image of Mao Tse-tung as father to the 
masses. Therefore it is timely for Mao Tse- 
tung to leave the helm of the government,” 
the columnist said. 


Failure of the Commune Drive 


Commenting on the failures of the Chinese 
Communist drive to establish the so-called 
people’s' communes all over the mainland, 
the Detroit News observed on December 20: 
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“In the backwash of Mao Tse-tung’s res- 
ignation as president of Red China, the. 
Peiping government has publicly admitted 
serious trouble with its people over the so- 
called communes. No one is surprised. 


“Some observers have seen the communes 
as attempt to realize ideal Communism. 
Others have speculated that the Chinese are 
preparing themselves to be the only nation 
capable of surviving nuclear war. For the 
communes can be viewed as hundreds of hedge- 
hog strongpoints each capable of indepen: 
dent survival.” 


There is a much simpler and more im: 
mediate explanation. _ Despite that China’s | 
first five-year plan ended. in 1957 with some 
spectacular industrial achievements, “agri- 
culture failed notably and critically to keep 
up.” Consequently, the resulting crisis “has 
virtually repeated the Soviet experience in’ 
the 1920s. Towns which could scarcely build 
houses enough for essential workers were over- 
run by peasants drifting from collectivized © 
farms toward the vision of better things. The, 
farms meanwhile, still under primitive cul~ 
tivation, produced relatively less food and 
raw material needed to support the workers 
and provide capital for the expansion of in- 
dustry. 


“Communes proposed to solve both pro- 
blems, Pin the roving peasant in place by: 
military control: step up farm production by 
enlarging farm units and working them with 
more tightly disciplined labor.” This drive 
may’ look like theoretical Communism in ac- 


tion on paper, but in reality, it “looks more: Jip 


like a desperate report to quasi-slavery in 
order to get the nation over the economic 
hump of its industrial revolution when it 
must either move ahead fast or fail,” the News 
concluded. 4 


The Cleveland Plain Dealer remarked on |, 
December 23: i 


“The party resolution published Thursday. 
by the Chinese Communists is certain proof 
that things aren’s going too well, and that §- 
it’s pretty hard to disregard all the concepts _ 
of capitalism, and yet keep the people happy. fy 
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“For example—the Chinese. Red masters 
admitted that wage incentives were still nec- 
essary to encourage ‘labor enthusiasm’—a 
100% capitalistic point of view. 


“They admitted that they must dispel 
fears that all private property, such as houses, 
clothing, furniture and bank deposits, would 
be surrendered to the commune.” 


“Perhaps the greatest selling point for 
the capitalistic system is”, declared the Dealer, 
“the fact that nations which attempt to dis- 
regard its basic concepts run into trouble. 
Sooner or later they have to recognize that a 
man will work harder for personal gain than 
he will for a slogan, no matter how carefully 
the latter is prepared. He will also work 
harder for his own family in his own house 
than he would for any communal housing 
arrangement.... 


“The more we see of our political and 
economic systems, the more we feel assured 
that capitalism is on sound ground, and that 
it will still! be here when the others have 
disappeared. For even the Reds have to come 
back, reluctantly, to many of its basic con- 
cept.” 


The Gannet Newspapers said on Decem- 
ber 23: 


“A slow-down in communizing China has 
been ordered by the Central Committee of 
the party in a resolution, passed at a 12-day 
session. The action was recognition. of much 
opposition, especially in the cities, against 
Mao Tse-tung’s plan to organize all of China’s 
30 million people into local communes formed 
along military lines. 


“Another evidence of bitter opposition was 
the Committee’s retirement of Mao as Chair- 
man of the Republic. On the record this had 
his approval but the reasons were not to his 
credit. There might have been serious revolt 
against his rule if he had not stepped aside.” 


“The free world will greet with satisfac- 
tion that Red China is having -to moderate 
its drive toward complete communization. 
But it should not be overlooked that the slow- 
down could mean eventual complete establish- 
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ment of the Red system,” the Newspapers 


warned. 


Believing the Ccommune-drive was one of 
the blackest marks in the history of the Chi- 
nese Communists, the Oakland Tribune observed 
on Decemeber 7: “From Dr..S. Chandrasek- 
har, one time director of the. Democratic Re 
search Institute of UNESCO, who has just 
ended a trip into Red China, comes this des* 
cription: 


“‘It is a huge zoo.” A place where 
humanity has been reduced to the status of 
animals, with enslaved bodies and enslaved 
minds, all speaking with one voice. 


“ ‘It. is shocking, this creation. of a mass 
mind,’ he declared. He had other tales dif- 
ficult to believe too, all of them evidence of 
the determination of the ruler of Peiping to 
destroy the individuality, the intelligence and 
the traditions of the Chinese people.” 


“From a short film record that somehow 
found its way out of Red China and on to 
American television screens this week, we have 
been given visual proof of the. physical. tor- 
ment and the mental circumscription to. which 
the Chinese masses have been forced to sub- 
mit. 

“....We have seen and we have heard 
enough that should provide irrefutable argu- 
ment to those who have demanded, and con- 
tinue to demand in the name of ‘reality, that 
we accept the Chinese Communists as equals 
in the decisions that affect the future of the 
world and as. equals,... in the world of com- 
merce and industry,” the Tribune stated. 


Uprising in Tibet 


. In a report which appeared in the Daily 
Mail on January 1, Noel Barber, the special 
correspondent to the Mail, wrote: 

“And this is the story told us by General 
Wangdue, who was in Lhasa, capital of Tibet, 
only six weeks ago: 

“China now has 750,000 troops, in. Tibet, 
including 300,000 moved in during 1957. Four 
and a half million colonisers, including wom- 
en and children, have been sent in from China. 
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A ‘Police Army’ 3,000 strong has taken over 
civic duties in all major towns and villages. 
All do regular training with combat troops. 

“In a war that nobody knows about gueril- 
las claim more than 50,000 Chinese- killed in 
the past 12 months and admit that 22,000 
Tibet freedom fighters have been killed, ‘No 
prisoners are taken on either side, said the 
general. 

“The story of what is happening in Tibet 
today, as it has been unfolded in this little 
camp of ours, is like flicking over the pages 
of Dante’s Inferno: monasteries bombed, monks 
shot at prayer, old Tibetans used as slaves, 
Tibetans themselves killing their wives be- 
fore taking to the hills as all Tibetan women 
are now forced to bear at least one ‘Chinese’ 
child. 

“Thousands of Tibetan boys and girls have 
been shanghaied to China for ‘education.’ 
starvation is rampant and nobody can even 
guess the number who have died from it. 

In the past two years, as the guerrilas 
have stepped up their attacks 17,000 Tibetans, 
other than guerillas, have been killed in-air 
raids or punitive drives. Today the Chinese 
have seven airfields in the country: Tachienlu, 
Nagchuka, Gartok, Chamdo, Kanoe and Li- 
tang. 

“As the Chinese forge inwards and south- 
wards a labour force of 420,000 Chinese has 
already built six major roads—three from 
China inwards, three pointing at or parallel to 
India’s northern frontiers. Among them the 
Chinese also have a complete spy network. 

“Chinese troops patrol the entire southern 
border area, and have started training schools 
for Fifth Columnists ready to enter Nepal 
and the Indian States. Against this the war- 
rior tribe of Tibet, the Khamas, are fighting 
to the death. General Wangdue, 6 ft. tall, 
with shaven head and wearing a sheepskin 
tunic, personally leads every attack on the 
Chinese convoys. 

“But he admitted: ‘We have no hope any 
more, but we shall fight to the death for our 
honour and because we are tied by unbreak- 
able bonds to our religious institutions, which 
are more important to us than life.’” 
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Commenting on the anti-Communist up- 
rising now in full swing in Tibet, the Time @ 
Tide said editorially in its January 17 issue, 
“While the Peking Government is img 
posing total regimentation upon the Chin ¢ 
people, it has still not succeded in subjugat 
ing the Tibetans.. During the the last thre 
years Tibetan guerillas have caused trouble 
in varying degrees for their Chinese overlord; 
The rebellion which started in eastern Tibet 
in the province of Kham, has spread througly 
out the length and breadth of the countr 
with the lamas in the forefront of the conflict, 
One of their strongest weapons is the disrup 
tion on the famous Peking-Lhasa road. Thi 
delays convoys and sometimes the guerill 
succeed in destroying them, though the _ 
nese are now in fact building a diversion ft 
avoid that section running through Khamba 


“The unrest has become so widespread 
that recently the Chinese forced the Dalai 
Lama to issue a statement asking Tibetans to 
be on the alert against subversive plots aimed) 
at splitting the country, but the Tibetans, 
knowing that the Dalai Lama is no longer 4 
free agent, interpreted this statement in their 
own way and continued their guerilla warfang 
with renewed vigour. The Chinese claimed 
that ‘imperialist elements’, ‘secret agents of 
Chiang Kai-shek and some reactionaries inf 
Tibet’ were behind the plots. This is a clas 
sic Communist device to explain unrest anf 
thus to accuse any Tibetan who opposes tht 
rule of Peking of being an imperialist agent 
Under this pretext the Chinese feel free t 
use the most severe method of repression. 





















“Peking is concerned that news of the 
tent of the Tibetan unrest should not reag¢ 
the outside world,’ but more important st 
that it should not reach China proper, 
fear of disaffection among other national mig 
norities inside the country. Mao Tse-tum 
has not yet been able to fulfill his pledge 
the Tibetan people to wipe out the poisonot 
element of feudalism’ and. Peking has h 
to make great concessions. Not only has 
projected ‘reforms’ been postponed for sf 
years, but the Chinese have had to acceppdes 
the position and try ‘to cooperate with thgo 
people of the upper strata.’ Even the lowéml 
classes in Tibet have resisted attempts to mglo 
move their almost mediaeval ruling hierachygRe 
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VIEW 


SINKIANG: Pawn or Pivot? 
Allen S, Whiting and General 
Sheng Shih-tsai. Michigan State 
University Press, East Lansing, Mich. 
1958. 301 pp. US$5.00 


Reviewed by Geraldine Fitch 


his book, divided into two parts, consists 
of Allen Whiting’s analysis of Soviet strat- 
tgy in Sinkiang (1933-49) and General Sheng 


Shih-tsai’s condensed autobiograpy under the 


title: “Red Failure in Sinkiang.” 


Dr. Whiting is remembered in Taiwan 
for two articles in the Saturday Evening Post: 
ane on the adjustment of the Chinese prisoners 
ofthe Korean War who chose freedom on 
Taiwan; and a second, entitled “Mystery Man 
of Formosa”, about General Chiang Ching-kuo. 


a Whiting is primarily a professor of political 


Sience and a research scholar; his book there- 
ore has the advantage of careful documenta- 
tion where possible, and careful evaluation 
Where conclusive proof is unavailable. Ref- 
trence notes at the end of each chapter, in- 
dex, glossary, appendices, maps and bibli- 
graphy make it a carefully annotated work. In 


its*preparation, Dr. Whiting had the coopera- 


tion of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of China, and the Ministry. of 
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Foreign Affairs of Japan. Sheng Shih-tsai, 
former governor of Sinkiang, made his 
autobiography available . for translation 
(under the auspices of Asia Foundation.) Per- 
sonal or political references in General Sheng’s 
story, irrelevant to the context of the book, 
were deleted, and relevant material gleaned 
from personal interviews with him in Taiwan 
was incorporated. 


The book is an analysis of Soviet strategy, 
with the following three related problems 
given secondary consideration: (1) Tokyo’s ef- 
forts to penetrate Inner Asia and the inter- 
play between the Japanese and Moslems to 
this end in Sinkiang; (2) the relationship be- 
tween Stalin and Mao, with Sinkiang’s capital 
of Tihua (Urumchi) serving as a vital line 
of communication between the two; (3)Sheng’s 
swing from the Communist orbit into that of 
National China made the Chinese government 
anxiously aware of the Sinkiang problem at 
a time when Chungking was beset with war- 
time problems. 


Unfortunately, although the book deals 
with Soviet Communist! strategy, the author 
makes no differentiation between pro-Commu- 
nist and non-Communist sources of informa- 
tion. He is quite explicit about. the “pro- 
tective coloration” of General Sheng, Kuang 
Lu and others who, he admits, had to make 
certain political shifts “if they were to. sur- 
vive”; but on the other hand gives his readers 
no hint of the pro-Communist proclivities of 
an Owen Lattimore or a Sol Adler. Similarly, 
on the basis of a report by Wong Wen-hao, 
then Minister of Economics for China (but 
now in the Communist regime) to John Car- 
ter Vincent, then in the US Embassy’ of 
Chungking, he concludes that not all informed 
people were of one mind about the de- 
sirability of ending all Soviet activity in 
Sinkiang. But he does not add, intext or 
notes, that both of these men were favorable 
to Communists. 


It is interesting to note that as early.as 
1934, when the Japanese charge d’ affaires, 
Counsellor (surely “Councillor” is in error) 
Wakasugi pressed President Chiang for an 
explanation of Russian influence in Sinkiang, 
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Chiang said “The situation in Sinkiang is an 
international problem in which communiza- 
tion will cause serious effects on other nations. 
I am trying’ to separate this district from 
Soviet influence, but unfortunately my coun- 
try is too occupied with Japanese relations.” 
That was a double-barreled reply for the Jap- 
anese official, and points up the two-fold 
problem which Sinkiang posed for the Re- 
public of China. 


The Japanese attack on China in 1937 
brought about rapprochement between the 
Soviet Union and National China. Sinkiang 
became the invaluable pipeline for aid from 
Moscow to Chungking. But I found no place 
where the author pointed out that China had 
to “pay through the nose” for Russia’s, aid. 
He does make plain that. behind the facade 
of what was known as the “United Front”, 
Soviet strategy continued to work to the dis- 
advantage of the Republic of China. Stalin 
kept the Chinese Communists on their Long 
March from retreating into Sinkiang, not 
so much because ofizthe majority of non- 
Chinese races (Uighers, Kirghiz, Turkis, 
Kazakhs and Tungans), but rather to enhance 
Russian Communist influence in the province. 


In all this, Sinkiang’s pivotal role preclud- 
ed maintaining the province as a closed 
sphere of influence. Sheng’s drift to the left 
was accelerated by the “United Front” also. 
It was correct at this time for him to be 
friendly with both Moscow and Yenan, at 
the same time giving official obeisance to 
Chiang Kai-shek and Chungking. He finally 
expressed his desire to become a member of the 
Chinese Communist Party. But if he became 
subservients, to the Yenan Communists, 
it would have lessened his subservience to 
Moscow, and increased Chinese Communist 
influence in Sinkiang. This Stalin did not 
want. Therefore, though his application for 
membership apparently won approval in 
Yenan, it was personally vetoed by Stalin, 
who enrolled Sheng in the Russian Commu- 
nist Party. 
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had returned to the nationalist fold in 19 





In his autobiographical part of the book, 
Sheng says that only by joining with the 
Kuomintang against Japan could the Chinese 
Communists win any measure of support from 
the Chinese people. He goes further: “Had 
Japan not struck China at this very ti 
forcing a national emergency which vad 
surface unity within the country, and betw 
China and Russia as well, Mao. Tse-tun 
might well have been summoned to Mosc 
or purged from the party, as had all 
predecessors, so total appeared the failure of 
his policies.” ii 













Sinkiang; on, the oteee-Band, according 
to Governor Sheng, gave Hope to “all th 
genuinely progressive and liberal reform 
groups in China”,—partly because of hii 
“Six Point” policy, partly due to the routing 
of the fascist-imperialist plotters (the Japa 
nese and the Russians), the harmony betw 7 
diversified races, and the programs of socialig 
welfare. j 


Stalin had kept the Moslem Ma Chung 
ying in reserve’ to limit Governor Sheng) 
power; he had vetoed Sheng’s membership @ 
the CCP to limit Yenan’s role in Sinkiang 
During the Ili uprising, Russia helped 
rebels up to a point, then mediated with th 
Nationalists, lest Ili become too powerful. 


























this sense, Sinkiang was a pawn of Russiajg @UD 
policy of divideand rule, Russia sought a me 2 
jor role for Soviet influence, even on the eve of tari 
Chinese Communist conquest, when (reportedly 50,00 
Soviet officials in Urumchi dickered with the ¢orv 
nearly defeated Nationalist general (at a pricé) io 
to ensure Russian rather than Chinese Co a as 
munist influence in the province which the Ré lishe 
public of China ‘was’ losing. ‘The Nationalial 
general, unwilling to capitulate and unable ; 
evacuate, let those of his men who so desired f et a 
to Taiwan, while he and the others surrender agen 
to the Communists. By this time, General attiy 
Sheng was no longer governor, and no longeg om 
Communist. Fed up with Soviet perfidy, fig PCO 
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THE BLACK BOOK ON RED CHINA 
by Edward Hunter 
The Bookmailer, New York 
1958, 172 pages $2 


Reviewed by Hang Chow 









his is a record-of the black deeds of the 

Chinese Communists. Never has there 
been a group of men who had done so. much 
harm to their fellow countrymen and the 
people of the neighboring countries in so short 
atime. In the words of the author: “Crimi- 
nals have always been among us, but never 
before has crime been made a system of ethics 
and employed as fundamental government 
policy for political and aggressive purposes.” 

Rightly the book begins with the Chinese 
Gommunist aggression against the surrounding 
countries. These include, in addition to Viet- 
nam and Korea, Indonesia, Burma, Philip- 
pines, Malaya, Japan, Thailand--in short, 
every country in Asia. Of these, Burma needs 
special mention, for she is the most deluded 
and the most pathetic case vis-a-vis the ‘Chi- 
nese Communists. She was the first Asian 
country to recognize the Peiping. regime. 
But recognition brought her no peace. In- 
stead she was rewarded by the Chinese Com- 
munists with continuous guerrilla warfare 
and invasion of the borders. 

While the whole world seems to be anx- 
ious to have trade with the Chinese Com- 
munists, it may not be uninteresting to see 
how their slave labor operates. The number of 
“slave laborers in the Chinese mainland is 
YE Vatiously estimated between 24,000,000 and 
50,000,000. A total of 20,000,000 workers in 
corvee labor, working on government conser- 
Yancy projects alone, was admitted by Red 
China in 1953 in its People’s Handbook pub- 
lished by the newspaper Ta Kung Pao. 


_. One of the evil devices used by the Chi- 
nese Communists to force slave laborers 
to work at.a frenzied pace is the deferred 
@ death sentence. This is to condemn a person 
#8 accused of treason, or counterrevolutionary 
aim activities, or lesser crimes to death and’ then 
éOmmute his sentence to a specified or°un- 
B specified period of “reform by labor,” as slave 
labor is euphemistically, called., If later; the 
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work of the slave laborer should prove un- 
satisfactory, his case would be reopened and 
he may be executed forthwith. “A prisoner 
who is condemned to death become momentari- 
ly grateful for the imposition Of a slave labor. 
sentence—it saves his life. He is expected ‘to 
exert his all, in terror, while being constant- 
ly reminded that he is living on borrowed 
time.” 

It may be argued that there would not 
be enough people to be hailed before. the 
court with charges of treason.or counterreyo- 
lutionary activities. But this is exactly what 
Hunter is trying to prove. He shows that 
there are continuing revolts on the Chinese 
mainland. This is the result of the universal . 
hatred for the Red bosses. The Reds are 
hated by the exploited workers and farmers 
and by people of all religious faiths. With 
their slipshod way of handling Criminal sus- 
pects, the Communists can hail anyone be- 
fore the court on tramped-up charges. No 
wonder the prison and slave camps are filled. 

The skill of the author is shown “by the 
fact that he obtains, his. material mainly from 
Red. sources... Non-Communist..sources have 
only been utilized on such matters,jas, drug 
traffic. By using the Communists own words, 
Hunter builds up his case against the Chi- 
nese Communists and anyone who _ reads 
through these pages’ will condemn them for 
their wanton aggression ‘abroad and: their 
maniacal oppression and genocide at home, 
for their exploitation of the workers and 
for their attempt to poison people of other 
countries by narcotics. 

He will then naturally come to the same 
conclusion as the author, namely, that the 
Peiping regime should not be admitted into 
the United Nations. It should not, be admit- 
ted on the ground of universality, for other- 
wise all the articles in the United Nations 
Charter would have to be scrapped. Its  ad- 
mission would make a mockery of those pro- 
visions in the United Nations Charter “rela- 
ting to the rights and freedom of man. It 
does not represent the 600 million Chinese 
people but could only misrepresent them, 
“Unless the U. N. were filfully blind to each 
of its basic principles,” the author rightly 
concludes, “Red China-cannot’ be consi 
for membership,” 
















Statement of Mr. Wang Yun-Wu, 
Vice President of the Executive Yuan, 
at the Press Conference Sponsored by 
Government Information Office 

on January 16, 1959 


he Presidential Commission on Adminis- 
trative Reform over which I formerly 
presided has made a total of 88 recommenda- 
tions of no less than 809,000 words. Accord- 
ing to their subjects, the recommendations 
can be classified into 14 categories as follows: 


(1) Five recommendations concerning the 
jurisdiction of government organizations on 
various levels, 

(2) Six recommendations concerning the 
Executive Yuan and its subordinate agencies, 


(3) Five recommendations concerning 
local representative bodies, 

(4) Seven recommendations concerning 
administrative efficiency, 

(5) Seven recommendations concerning 


general affairs, 
(6) Six recommendations concerning na- 
tional defense, 


(7) Six reconimendations concerning 
finance, 

(8) Six recommendations concerning 
money and banking, 

(9) Seven recommendations concerning 
economic affairs, 

(10) Five recommendations concerning 
budgetary control, 

(il) Ten recommendations concerning 
culture and education, 

(12) Eight recommendations concerning 
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judicial affairs, 


(13) Seven recommendations concerning 
examination and personnel. administration, 





(14) Five recommendations on miscellane 
ous subjects. i 






The Commission submitted these recom 
mendations to the President on three occasions 
prior to September 10, 1958. Before the Com 
mission completed its work on November i 
it also distributed an 800,000-word general re 
port to the heads of government agencies fot 
their reference. ‘ 











The President has read the recommendé# 
tions submitted by the Commission, and of 
December 10 ordered that 35 of th 
recommendations be sent to the Executiv 
Yuan for implementation on first priority 
basis. Two recommendations were referred 
to the Examination Yuan for further study 
while 50 recommendations of secondary 
priority were also sent to the Executi 
Yuan for action at its discretion. Only oft} 
recommendation out of the 88 was shelved 
For these recommendations sent to th 
Executive Yuan, it was requested that e 
recommendation be .studied . and ,,measuré 
as well as the date for its implementation be 
mapped out, and that these be reported bach 
to the President before a certain date. Tht) 
secondary recommendations which fall entire 
ly within the responsibility of the Tai i 
Provincial Government should be sent to tht 
latter by the Executive Yuan with. similat 
requirements. Two.of the recommendations 
sent to the Executive Yuan. were..to ,be, in 
plemented in consultation and agreement will 
the Judicial Yuan and the Examination Yuam 
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In view of the public concern for these 
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recommendations on administrative reform, I 
take the pleasure in reporting to you today 
the important recommendations that ean be 
made public at this'time. So: that you may 
get a general idea on these recommendations, 
I shall divide my report into two parts, one 
on the general principles upon which these 
recommendations were formed, and the other 
on specific recommendations concerning 
various branches of the government. 


. 


I. General Principles 


1. Improper organization of government 
agencies, indistinct demarcation between their 
authority and responsibility, and the lack of 
coordination between them form great handi- 
cap in the operation’ of the government. 
The Commission, charged with the study of 
administrative reform, paid close attention 
to those existing conditions. After careful 
examination and study, it was found that 
changes are warranted in many places. 
Adjustments were found necessary in the 
organization, the authority and responsibi- 
lity, and the relationships between various 
branches of the central government,. between 
the central and the provincial governments, 
and between the provincial government and 
governments of hsien and municipalities. 
The Commission studied the problems in the 
light of the provision of Article 108 of the 
Constitution, which sets down the matters on 
which the central government should have 
the power of legislation and administration 
but may delegate such administration to the 
provincial and hsien governments, and made 
an analytical report on the practical prob- 
lems in the administration of the central 
and local governments. Concrete programs 
were mapped out concerning the functions of 
and interrelations between the Executive 
Yuan and the various ministries and commis- 
sions, the organization of the Taiwan Pro- 
vincial Government, of the Asien and  muni- 
cipal governments, and of the ‘local. basic 
administrative units. Proposals on demarca+ 
tion between the authority and responsibility 
of the Taiwan Provincial Government and 
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the Asien and municipal governments, and on 
the proper channels of command, were also 
worked out. These formed the integral parts 
of a series of measures for adjusting and im- 
proving the organization of the demarcation 
of authority and responsibility, and the in- 
terrelations between the central. and local 
governments, 


The- present organization of the Taiwan 
Provincial Government is’ based upon the 
Provisional. Regulations’ Governing | the 
Establishment of Joint Offices by Provincial 
Governments promulgated by the Executive 
Yuan in 1936, which long ago failed to meet 
present requirements and should’ be-amended 
immediately and made into law. As for the 
organization of hsiew and municipal govern 
ments in Taiwan, the fact that the Provincial 
Government also submitted sometime ago a 
“Program on the Adjustment of the Organi- 
zation of Hsien and. Municipal Governments 
in Taiwan” indicates that it shares the views 
of the Commission on the need for adjust- 
ment. Furthermore, the Commission found 
that, in addition to’ matters of organization, 
not only ‘the demarcation of authority and 
responsibility between the Taiwan Provincial 
Government and the Asien and municipal 
governments under its jurisdiction lacks 
clear definition, but the channels of 
command are also confused and ambiguous, 
calling for prompt steps of correction. It 
also appeared to the Commission that the 
basic administrative organization should be 
strengthened to consolidate the foundation 
of local self-government without increase of 
personnel or of expenditure. 


2. In order to improve administrative 
efficiency, it is necessary to set’ up a system 
based on principles of delegation of responsi- 
bility and to simplify procedures in adminis- 
tration. The former, though advocated for 
many years, has never been fully realized. 
In. this: respect, the Commission submitted 
specific recommendations concerning delega- 
tion of responsibility both in internal adminis- 
tration of an agency and-in correspondence 
with other agencies and organizations, There 
are several other recommendations for im- 
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proving administrative efficiency which I 
shall not go into here. 


3. From the recommendations of the 
Hoover Commission and the experience of 
the federal government of the United States 
of America, centralized management of 
general affairs serves not only to improve 
administrative efficiency but also to reduce 
expenditure and the waste in materials. In- 
spired by the establishment of the General 
Services Administration in the American 
government, the Commission recommended 
the improvement of general affairs manage- 
ment. As the General Services Administra- 
tion. takes, charge of a great variety of mat- 
ters which will not be feasible in this country 
under present circumstances, it was proposed 
to set up a system for centralized manage- 
ment of general affairs which will cover only 
the following five areas: 


(1) office equipment and supplies, 

(2) government buildings, 

(3) transportation facilities, 

(4) important archives, 

(5) rations for government employees. 


In the United States, the General Services 
Administration keeps house only for the 
federal government, while each state has its 
own system of administrative management. 
Since the Chinese government is not orga- 
nized along the same lines, it was proposed 
that centralized management of general affairs 
should apply to all government agencies and 
organizations on all levels respectively. In 
order to achieve this goal and to put the 
above-mentioned five items under central 
management, it was proposed that the Ex- 
ecutive Yuan should’ set up a department of 
general services and that the present depart- 
ments of general affairs in the different 
ministries and commissions be reorganized 
into offices of general services. Concrete 
plans should be worked out for centralized 
management of these matters with the excep- 
tion of the handling of rations for which 
there is a special system. Thus, not only can 
a system of general services administration 
be established with an independent chain 


Bs 


of command, but the affairs to be managed 
in a centralized way can be integrated into 
a single program. And when that hag 
been successfully accomplished, the scope of 
operations can be extended to other fields, 


& 


4. Observations of two of the Commis 
sion’s inspection groups on local administ 
tion and local government finance found that 
coordination and cooperation has been lack- 
ing between the Taiwan Provincial Govern. 
ment and the Provincial Assembly, and be 
tween the hksien and municipal governments 
and their representative assemblies. The 
local governments have failed to improve 
their relations with the representative as 
semblies through better cooperation and 
through the use of re-submitting the issues 
for debate, but resorted to altering the. resolu 
tions on the strength of directives of higher 
governments., This not only deviates from 
the normal practice of representative BOVETRE 
ment, but also results in resentment in Jocal 
communities. It is imperative that relations 
between local governments and the representa- 
tive assemblies should, be improyed so as to 
obtain maximum coordination and adminis. 
trative efficiency. Seeing that various local 
representative assemblies have not been func- 
tioning as they should in the interest of local 
self-government, the Commission proposed in 
regard to the problem the following recom= 
mendations: 


(1) On improving the exercising of ap- 
proval by the Executive Yuan of resolutions 
adopted by the Taiwan Provincial Assembly, 


(2) On improving coordination between 
various local representative assemblies and 
local governments in Taiwan, 


(3) On improving local elections in Tain 
wan, iy 


(4) On amending laws and regulations 
concerning local representative assemblies in 
Taiwan. ‘ 


The first two recommendations named. in 
the above are aimed at improving the rela>_ 
tionship between local governments and the _ 
representative assemblies, and the last two 
are intended to strengthen the local repre=” 
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sentative assemblies. 


5. To increase the pay scale for public ser- 
vants, military personnel and teachers and to 
prevent corruption have always been regarded 
as urgent tasks of the government to im- 
prove administrative efficiency in coordina- 
tion with administration reform. However, 
the establishment of a sound personnel sys- 
tem is also closely related to the matter of 
increasing the pay scale and preventing cor- 
ruption. Apart from recommendations con- 
cerning examination and personnel adminis- 
tration which I shall discuss later, I would 
like to mention specifically the recommenda- 
tions On preventing corruption in government 
and on increasing the pay scale. 


The former is based on the theses that 
public functionaries need not be corrupt if 
they are adequately paid and regularly pro- 
moted, that they cannot be corrupt if there: is 
efficent management and rigid auditing, and 
that they dare not be corrupt if the guilty are 
always found out and punishments are severe. 
The measures are also drafted with the same 
goals in mind. 


The latter recommendation. on increasing 
the pay scale for public servants, military 
personnel and teachers deals with a problem 
on which there is unanimous opinion. How- 
ever, mere salary raises will be futile if it 


depends solely on unlimited issue of currency, 


for the nominal increases can hardly catch 
up with the increase in commodity prices 
as such a means is bound to set off. Neither 
the government nor the public servants 
will benefit from such a _ situation, The 
only way is to open up new sources of 
revenue that will not lead to inflation or cut 
down on unnecessary expenditures, and use 
the resources thus made available-for better- 
ing the remuneration for public servants, 
military personnel and teachers. Owing to the 
ramifications of this task, the’ Commission 
tecommended that the Executive Yuan set 
up a special committee to study the ways and 
means for this specific purpose, to draft the 
methods and steps for gradual pay. increases, 
to consider also other related matters, and 
to report back to the Executive Yuan within 
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a specified. period. 


II. Items Relative to Specific 
Administration 


Thé points mentioned above are all related 
to administrative reforms in general. Fol- 
lowing is a brief description of recommenda- 
tions concerning national defense, finance, 
money and banking, economic affairs, budget, 
culture and education, judiciary, and exami- 
nation and personnel administration. 


1. National Defense 


While recommendations concerning nat- 
ional defense may not be made public for 
the time being, the two following can’ now 
be stated. . 


As the major part of the expenditures in 
our national budget is used for national de- 
fense, the preparing and auditing of the 
national defense budget should be: improved. 
There is, therefore, a recommendation con- 
cerning the preparing, execution and audit- 
ing of national defense. This is made for 
improving the technique of making the most 
economical use of this huge sum of expendi- 
tures. 


There’ is. also. a recommendation for 
strengthening the mutual supplementation and 
cooperation between the military and civilian 
industries, partly for bringing prosperity to 
the national economy and partly for increas- 
ing the war potential. The idea to make the 
military and civilian industries supplement 
each other and make up what the other lacks. 
During peace’ time, the excess’ productive 
power of the military industries may be used 
to turn out people’s daily necessities; while 
at war, civilian production useful for national 
defense may be expanded according to’ plan 
to supply military goods. 


2.. Finance 


Taxation is the most important part? of 
national financial administration. All the 
classifications of taxes and charges and ‘the 
collection thereof should be so planned as to 
agree with the national economy and the re- 
alities of national finance. Negatively, op- 














pression and molestation of the people should 
be avoided; positively, equal emphasis should 
be laid on the equalization of wealth and 
the accumulation of capital. The object is 
to increase the sources of revenue and tax 
receipts without prejudicing the expansion 
of the national economy. After the joint in- 
vestigation and study of the existing condi- 
tions by the Finance and Money and Banking 
Committees of the Commission, two recom- 
mendations—one concerning the revision of 
charges and taxation and the other concern- 
ing tax administration—were made. The 
former relates to the revision of various taxes, 
covering income tax, inheritance tax, customs 
duty, salt tax, business tax, stamp tax and 
land tax. The latter makes recommendations 
for the improvement of tax system and tax- 
collecting organizations, personnel and. pro- 
cedures. For dealing with tax delinquency, 
there is a recommendation to establish a tax 
court to deal exclusively with cases of de- 
linquency. As this falls within the jurisdic- 
tion of the judiciary, it is listed in the re- 
commendations concerning judiciary. 


In addition, there is a recommendation 
concerning the improvement of Taiwan local 
government finance, in which concrete pro- 
posals are made for increasing the receipts 
of the provincial, Asien and . municipal 
governments and for the improvement of the 
budgetary system of the Asien and municipal 
governments. 


3. Money and Banking 


The Commission recognized that the 
establishment of a credit system is an impor- 
tant measure for improving the present mone- 
tary system and banking. Of even more im- 
portance is the determination of the powers 
for the control. of the credit system. The 
differentiation between long-term and_short- 
term credits should also be made for the 
purpose of increasing the flow of liquid funds 
and accumulation of capital. For this reason, 
a recommendation for the establishment of a 
credit system is made. 


At the same time Commission recognized 
that prior to the establishment of the credit 
system, attention should be paid to the main- 
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tenance of the control of monetary system 
and banking and the forming of a moder 
































ai 
banking system for the purpose of enabli th 
the government banks and the Central Trusf a 
of China to specialize in their functions. HB 4, 
was also recognized that, aside from strength ® 4, 
ening the government control over the gow gy 
ernment banks and the Central Trust, there al 
is a necessity to redefine their business ae® fy 
tivities. In the recommendation for the im: aii 
provement of the Central Government bank ou 
ing structure, a suggestion is. made to the th 
effect that should the government decide de 
reactivate the Central Bank and other banks 
it should overhaul the entire banking system, 5. 
The two recommendations on the saving of 
foreign exchange and the rational distrib Pe 
tion of foreign exchange for the purchase of di 
industrial raw materials are made with an ii 
eye to making a rational, effective use of the Af 
foreign exchange. » A sys 
4. Economic Affairs ‘ dat 
For promoting prosperity and bringing sy 
about increased production, the Commission§ . 
made recommendations for improving the x 
administration of government enterprises ar the 
for the development of private industri¢ 
In the former, recommendation is made tf 
arrive at a formula for industrial managemen | oo 
demarcation of the supervisory and adminis get 
trative powers and unification of the gove t a 
ing bodies. In the latter, recommendation # i 
made to enlarge the scope of private indust c 
ries, revise all the existing laws and ordeal ado 
ances considered as prejudicial to the deve Oe foe 
opment of: private industries, simplify the or. 
procedures for the registration of industri¢ Gini 
and commerce, remove control and encoura e a 
the inflow of foreign and overseas Chines a 
capital. e 
The part relating to the removal of conf the 





trol suggest that, as some of the existin 
control measures have lost their time valug 
are subject to abuses and will interfere wit 









the normal development of private industrigs im it. 
they should all be abolished. _ 
As the United States economic aid ha al 
great effect on economic development, @ jhe 
special recommendation for the improvememl esta! 





of the policy of making use of the United States 
aid was made for a twofold objective. On 
the one hand, it is intended to bring to the 
attention of the United States government 
to adapt its aid policy and technique to the 
actual needs of our country; on the other, 
suggestions are made to improve our financial 
.and. economic measures and the techniques 
for handling of United States aid so that the 
aid may, in the course of the development of 
our national economy, be effectively used for 
the gradual realization of our economic in- 
dependence. 


§. Budget 


Whether a government budget is made 
according to actual need and faithfully exe- 
cuted affects not only the financial administra- 
tion but also the entire administrative program. 
After careful study of the present budgetary 
system, the Commission made two recommen- 
dations—one for reorganization of the exist- 
ing budgetary organs and one for the revision 
of the budgetary system. The former empha- 
sizes budgetary organs and their powers and 
duties; the latter stresses radical revision of 
the system, There are detailed explanations 
on how to collect budgetary materials, deter- 
mine the administrative program and bud- 
getary procedures, compile budgetary forms, 
screen budgetary recommendations, control 
budgetary expenditures and revise existing 
laws and ordinances concerning budgetary 
control. The basic idea is to recommend the 
adoption of the performance budget. As the 
performance budget is so much more compli- 
cated than the existing system that even the 
United States has not entirely adopted it, the 
present recommendation prescribes the form 
and steps of the performance budget and the 
conditions for its adoption. This is to enable 
the government to avoid experiencing great 
difficulties after adopting such a budget. The 
government will find it necessary to engage 
foreign experts if it should decide to introduce 


it. 

In order to make the government bodies 
make disbursements according to the budget, 
the Commission made a recommendation to 
establish a centralized disbursing agency as 
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the ones in use in the national armed forces. 


6. Culture and Education 


There are four problems in education 
which gravely concern the students and their 
parents today: 


(1) ‘the heavy. work ;devolving.on, the 
students, 


(2) military training for students, 


(3) entrance examination to a higher in- 
stitution and combined examinations, 


(4) admission to the junior high school 
without examination. 


The Commission made separate investigations 
and studies of these problems and submitted 
remedial recommendations. 


For lightening the burden of the students 
and making the contents of the textbooks 
meet the needs of the time, the Commission 
recommenced the organization of a Curricula 
Reviewing Committee for Secondary and Pri- 
mary Schools to compose of chosen experi- 
enced university, secondary and primary 
school teachers and officials from the Minis- 
try of Education and the Provincial Depart- 
ment of Education. This’ committee should 
also solicit the suggestions of experts for the 
revision of the present school curricula. 


Another recommendation concerns the 
supply of school textbooks. Aside from revising 
the present high school textbooks compiled by 
the Ministry of Education and-private pub- 
lishers, the government should allow the pub- 
lishers to supply all the books and the schools 
to adopt what textbooks they like. 


As to military training for students, the 
Commission recognized that there are many 
duplications in the three grades in the pres- 
ent military training program. In ‘the rec- 
ommendation concerning the military train- 
ing for students above the high school: and 
the training of reserve officers, there are sug- 
gestions for the improvement of military 
training in the high schools as well as’ ‘uni- 
versities and junior colleges and the reserve 
officers training for the graduates of univer- 
sities and junior colleges. 
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After the introduction of the combined 
examinations for admission into the high 
schools as well as universities and junior col- 
leges and the exemption of entrance examina- 
tion for primary school graduates in entering 
junior high schools, not only the students 
themselves find them troublesome but the peo- 
ple in general look on them with disfavor. 
The exemption of entrance examination for 
primary school graduates who wish to enter 
junior high schools has been beset with dif- 
ficulties in the course of implementation. In 
recommendation on measures for improving 
the entrance examination of schools above 
the secondary level, it is suggested that’ the 
combined examinations should be restricted 
in its scope and not centralized as it is at 
present. In examining the policy of allowing 
primary school graduates to enter junior high 
schools without examination, the Commission 
recommended that before it has proved satis- 
factory in the areas where the system is be- 
ing tried out it should not be expanded. 


7. Judiciary. 


The basis of democracy is laid on law. 
Law stresses the protection of human rights. 
Legal organs are endowed with the important 
duty of promoting rule by law. In the spirit 
of the Constitutional and legal provision, the 
Commission made two recommendations, one 
on the effective protection of human rights 
and the other on the revision of the supervi- 
sion of the courts. The first notes the fact 
that, while the Constitution provides protec- 
tion for human rights, some actual conditions 
existing at present do not entirely agree with 
the fundamental law. The report, therefore, 
notes several concrete instances to prove its 
point to afford a basis for the government to 
make improvements and put them into prac- 
tice. The second recommendation notes that 
according to the present system all the courts 
other than the Supreme Court are subject to 
the supervision of the Ministry of Justice, 
which is in contravention of the. provisions 
of Article 77 of the Constitution and could 
lead to the Administration’s interference in 
judiciary independence. On the other hand, 
if the procurator who shall of necessity be 
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under the supervision of the Ministry is sep 
arated. from the court, difficulties. will cer 
tainly arise. The recommendation of thg 
Commission was made with special regard to 
correcting these two defects. 4 


In view of the fact that, though the Com 
stitution provides for the protection of the 
judges, the measures thereof are far from sub 
stantial, the Commission made a recommen 
dation for the actual implementation of the 
protection of judges. ’ 


Four other recommendations were made 
by the Commission concerning the organiza: 
tion, powers and duties and the functions of 
courts, which consisted of one relating, to the 
improvement of the organization, powers and 
duties of the court notary public, one relat: 
ing to the improvement of the execution of 
civil cases, one relating to the reform of the 
organization, and powers and duties of the 
Legal Protection Association, and one relat. 
ing to the improvement of the system of ap 
pointing public defense counsels. 4 


In view of the need of the financial au 
thorities and the heavy burden devolving on 
the civil courts, the Commission made a re 
commendation to form a tax court for hanes 
ing fines and tax delinquent cases. 


8, Examination and Personnel Adminis- 
tration 


¢ 


The important thing in personnel admin 
istration is to secure the right man. Laws 
alone will not be enough. This is true now 
as it was in ancient times. Personnel admin- 
istration lies in correct selection and service: 
rating. Among the seven recommendations 
made by the Commission, the most important 
ones relate to the improvement of the ‘person* 
nel rating system, the inauguration of publi¢ 
examination for civil servants higher than 
the present examinations, and the improv 
ment of the foreign service personnel system 
The first recommendation was made because 
personnel rating has been performed as 4 
mere formality and there is necessity for re- 
form. The second recommendation was to 
select talents for the senior service by legal 
but simple procedure. The Hoover Commis+ 
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sion made a similar recommendation to the sonnel. This recommendation was made by 
American government. The third recommen- adopting in principle the system in use in 
dation was made in view of the importance the United States to the present needs in our 
of foreign service and the necessity of a uni- country. 

, fied system of selecting foreign service per- 


China Pos 


KULP A RR 


The only English-language newspaper 


in 
Free China 


INDEPENDENT IMPARTIAL CONSTRUCTIVE 
Keep yourself well-laformed on 
WHAT IS GOING ON IN TAIWAN 
by 
Subscribing to a copy of CHINA POST 


Subscription rates (per month); 
Taiwan NT$ 33.00 
Hongkong HK$ 15.00 (by air mail) 
HK$ 9.00 (by surface mail) 
Other places US$ 7.80 (by air mail) 
US$ 1.80 (by surface mail) 


February 1959 










A summary of 
important events 

from December 16, 1958 
to January 15, 1959. 


Dec 16 General Wang Shu-ming, Chief of 
General Staff, decorated on behalf of the 
Chinese government 35 American officers and 
non-commissioned officers and granted post- 
humous honors to five others in recognition 
of their outstanding contributions to the 
common cause of China and the United States. 


After extensive tours over the selected 
reservoir sites in the last two months, 
Director Teng Hsien-jen of the Water Con- 
servancy Bureau announced the Provincial 
Government has mapped out plans for 
islandwide irrigation development to turn 
some 125,000 hectares of dry land into rice 
fields. Among side. benefits from the irrigation 
project would be enough water supply for 
130,000 people in Tainan and 31,050 kw. of 
additional power for the island’s electricity 
system. 

Chen Yi, “foreign minister” of the Com- 
munist regime, confirmed the resignation of 
Mao Tze-tung by telling the diplomatic corps 
in Peiping that Mao had “requested” not to 
be re-elected chairman of Red China. 


17 Some American-made M41 Walker Bulldog 
tanks were turned over to the Chinese Marine 
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CHRONOLOGY 


_defense units under emergency conditions, 





Corps, which was marked by a ceremony held 
at a southern Taiwan base this morning. ~ 

Dr. Li Yuan-chuen, well-known Chinese. 
American rocket expert, and his wife returne 
to the United States this afternoon after 
two-week visit here at the invitation of th 
Ordnance Research Institute. 
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18 General Thomas D. White, Chief of Sta 
of the U.S. Air Force, arrived at Taipei with 
Mrs. White and three staff officers on @ 
two-day inspection tour. — 
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21 A two-day anti-airborne defense exerci ; 
aimed at testing the staff efficiency of ai 






started at noontime today. The exercise wa 
code-named “Operation Sledgehammer”. 
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22 The Military Information Service reported 










































today the Chinese Communists had moved = 
130 MIG-19 jet interceptors into seaboard ee 
airfields opposite Taiwan. i of 
23 President Chiang Kai-shek said today Ms 
when addressing the Mainland Recovery Ar 
Planning Board, that military preparation 8 
by the Republic of China had already bee aa 
completed. “I have the confidence we are ‘aes 
strong enough today to take any point we tele 
choose on the mainland,” the President wt Ta: 
President Chiang also pointed out the Com fil, 
stitution was one of our weapons in wagi ivy 
a war against the Communists, which should§ | ;, 
be strictly observed and made good use 
The President was opposed to any proposdlg 
to amend the Constitution. ; Mr: 
The Kinmen County Government reported . 
that during the past four months of Ralf... 
bombardment of Kinmen, a total of 105 >. 
civilians were killed and 312 wounded. Red oe 
gunfire also leveled 6,850 civilian houses. | 
24 The Chinese government awarded Fath 5 . 
Joseph Bernard Druetto, the French Catholi¢ ber 
priest, with the Medal of Kuang Hua~ today Cor 
to mark the fourth anniversary of his mission shel 
on Kinmen. Father Druetto was cited for his§ 
meritorious service in rendering medical aid - 
and relief to the civilians. a eo 
Military spokesman Rear Admiral Lia posi 
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Hoh-tu confirmed that the Russian and 
Chinese Communists had formed a joint air 
unit composed chiefly of MIG-19s, 


2% When addressing the year-end conference 
of the Vocational Assistance Commission 
for Retired Servicemen, Lieutenant General 
Chiang Ching-kuo, chairman of the VACRS, 
declared today that the Chinese government 
made remarkable progress in resettling retired 
veterans in 1958. According to official figures, 
some 70,000 veterans had been retired in the 
last three years to make room for new blood 
in the Chinese armed forces. 


27 After having made a 40-day. visit in the 
United States, General Peng Meng-chi, Com- 
mander in Chief of the Chinese Army, said 
that the modernization of Chinese _ armed 
forces was one Of the topics he brought up 
during his trip to the U.S. General Peng 
went to the States on November 14 for a tour 
of military installations as guest of General 
Maxwell D, Taylor, Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Army. 


2% A new teleprinter service, directly trans- 
mitting Chinese characters instead of numbers, 
would be opened on January |, 1959 to carry 
telegraphic messages between Taipei and 
Tainan, the Taiwan Telecommunication Ad- 
ministration announced today. The teleprinter, 
invented by Mr. Kao Chung-chin, can trans- 
mit 60 words per minute. 


In an interview with the Associated Press, 
Mr. Li Yung-hsin, Chairman of the Mongolian 
and Tibetan Affairs Commission, said that 
the Chinese Communists had suffered 65,000 
to 70,000 casualties in clashes with dissidents 
in Tibet and neighboring areas since the fall 
of the mainland in 1949. 


% In a year-end tally of combat results, the 
Ministry of National Defense disclosed that 
from January | to December 23, 1958, the 
Communists hurled 548,192 rounds of artillery 
shells on Kinmen, and 1,005 on Matsu. Ac- 
cording to MND, during the same period, the 
Army of the Republic of China knocked out 
32 Communist guns, destroyed 113 gun 
positions, 56 emplacements, two observation 
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posts, 23 ammunition dumps, two gasoline 
dumps, four barracks, and one machine gun 
position; sank 83 vessels and damaged 18 more. 
At sea, the Chinese Navy sank 38 Red naval 
crafts and probably sent 26 more to the bottom 
of the sea. The Chinese Air Force shot down 
31 Communist MIG-I7’s and damaged #2 
others. ? 


General Wang Shu-ming, Chief of General 
Staff, predicted today that there was strong 
possibility the Chinese Communists might 
stir up a bigger trouble in the Taiwan Straits 
next spring. He said intelligence reports 
received in Taipei indicated that the Reds 
would start a second miliary adventure- 
surpassing in magnitude the Kinmen artillery 
duel this year. : 


The Legislative Yuan passed today a new 
law for 1959 to lighten the income tax burden 
on the people. Exemption was granted to an 
annual income of NT$6,000, instead of the 
previous NT$2,500. A commercial establish- 
ment will be freed from the business income 
tax if its annual earnings are below NT $10,000, 
as against the former exemption -cciling of 
NT $5,000. 


Jan. 1 In his New Year message, President 
Chiang Kai-shek promised his people to 
“thoroughly abolish the sinister ‘people’s 
communes’, eradicate the poisonous thoughts 
of Marxism-Leninism, and rebuild a new 
China on the basis of the Three. People’s 
Principles.” The President deemed the year 
of 1959 “the decisive year for the collapse 
of the Communist regime. This is also the 
decisive year for victory in our counter- 
offensive and national recovery.” 


When - receiving the 225 “Difficulty- 
Overcoming” heroes and model political work- 
ers, President Chiang Kai-shek called on. the 
Chinese armed forces to redouble their efforts 
in strengthening their spiritual solidarity, 
coordination and physical aptitude as a 
preparation for the long heralded counter- 
attack against the Chinese Communists in the 
near future. 


At a ceremony formalizing the promotion 
of three top-ranking officers, officiated by 





President Chiang Kai-shek himself, Chief of 
General Staff General Wang Shu-ming was 
promoted from the rank of general. second- 
class to generab first-class; Vice Defence 
Minister John G. Ma, from vice admiral. to 
admiral second class; General Chen Chia- 
shang, Commander in Chief of the Chinese 
Air Force, from lieutenant general to general 
second-class. 


8 Chairman Li Yung-hsin of the Mongolian- 
Tibetan Affairs Commission declared today 
that at least 600,000 Mongolians, Tibetans, 
and other minority groups on the Chinese 
mainland took part in revolts against Peiping 
regime during 1958. 


4 Rear Admiral Liu Hoh-tu said the govern- 
ment had received reliable reports that Soviet 
submarines had arrived at the Chushan 
Islands some 300 miles north of Keelung. 


5 In his semi-annual report at the Provincial 
Assembly, Governor Chow Chih-jou outlined 
seven multi-million dollar projects. They 
are: (1) forestry development of Big Snow 
Mountain, (2) housing projects, (3) farm mech- 
anization, (4) irrigation facilities, (5) Hualien 
harbor expansion, (6) Chienshan-Fengyuan 
highway, and (7) northern Taiwan cross-island 
highway. 


7 The Government of the Republiciof China 
officially extended diplomatic recognition to 
the new Government .of Cuba, which was 
accorded after the new Cuban Government 
expressed its willingness “to continue the 
maintenance of friendly relations with the 
various countries.” 


The Communists resumed artillery attack 
against the Kinmen complex today. The shell- 
ing of 33,401 rounds was the most violent in 
three months. The Red gunfire destroyed 218 
civilian houses and damaged 128, rendering 
more than 1,000 civilians homeless. 

9 The 12-member Chinese national basket- 


ball team, headed by General Chien Ta-c 
left for Santiago to take part in theyTh 
World Basketball Championships. y 


11. Vice President-Premier Chen Cheng 
that the Chinese government would consif 
the problem of sending Chinese immigral 
to Brazil. He expressed this view to Bra 
ian Ambassador Labienno Salgado dos San 
who paid a farewell visit to him. The re 
ing ambassador said the Brazilian governmg 
particularly welcomed the Chinese immigral 
because of their industry and the traditioy 
friendship between China and Brazil. 


12 The fourth plenary, meeting of the Cos 
mission for Promotion of Sino-Japanese, € 
operation formally opened at 10:00 a.m. tod 
at the Government, Guest House. The me 
ing was attended by 29 Chinese and Japan 
delegates, -with Chinese chief delegate 
Cheng-kang in the chair. 


Dr. Y. R. Chao, prominent Chinese }; 
guist and composer and a member of 
demia Sinica, returned to Taiwan today 
a three-month lecture tour after residing 
years in the United States. He was acco 
panied by his wife and granddaughter-in-la 


16 The semi-annual Commission for Pror 
tion of Sino-Japanese Cooperation conclué 
its conference today by declaring that 
offshore islands of Kinmen and Matsu 
vital to the defense of Penghu, Taiwan a 
the entire western Pacific. The Commissi 
described the commune system carried out 
the Chinese Communists on the mainland) 
a betrayal of the traditional way of life. 
China and Japan. In a separate resoluti 
dealing with economic affairs, the Coma 
sion agreed to further promote trade betwe 
China and Japan and to strengthen coopet 
tion between the two Asian ‘countries in 
veloping power resource, tuna fishing a 
coal-mining. 
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